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§C_}>Our business this week is mainly to dispose 
of articles that were in type, some of which have 
been ijaid aside for several weeks, but not, on that 
account, the less needful to be inserted—we sho!, 
in our next, assisted by a whole sheet supplement, 
bring up much lee-way. 

We have some additional “‘Georgia papers’’—bnt 
intending to give the reports made by the committees 
of the senate and of the house of representatives of 
the United States, on the president’s message, it does 
not seem required that we should insert them. ‘The 
matter in dispute has every probability of a speedy 
adjustment; but we fear that another will speedily 
arise as to the lands possessed by the Cherokees, 
which they have determined to retain for their own 
aod their children’s use. 

A further account of the colonial bill, as it is cal- 
led, shall be given in our next. 

On the bill for the encouragement of the srowth of 
wool, ond the protection of the manufacture of it, we 
design to publish two speeches on one side, and two 
on the other. We also, ourselves, have a great deal 
to say on this subject, and many important statisti- 
cal matters in relation to it to lay before our read- 
era. 

In respect to the resolution of Mr. Saunders, made 
famous by the amount of breath expended in discus- 
sing it, we intend to publish four speeclres—two on 
each side. 

We have also a large and valuable body of docn- 
ments of the general government and of several of the 
states, of the higbest interest for present examina- 
tion or future use; with accounts of half a dozen 
public dinners and of the speeches delivered thereat, 
with a great quantity of other political matter which we 
be'ieve that our readers will demand for the sake of 
reference. In the selection of this latter ciass of ar- 
ticles, we shall, as we always have been, be guided 
only by the consideration whether they are or are not 
wanted by our subscribers—and without at al! mak- 
ing ourselves parties to their contents: persons are 
as much interested in seeing what their opponents 
are about as in regarding the proceedings of their 
friends—and Job said, ‘O, that mine enemy had 
written a hook!” 

From this brief prospectus, it will appear that we 
have enough before us to occupy our pages for a con- 
siderable time—but we shall endeavor to make them 
as amusing as we can by the various selected and 
original matter which we shall put intothem Our 
progress will also be assisted by the use of a new 
and beautiful type, which while it gels-in eonsidera- 
bly; will not be more dilficult to read than that at 
present in use, and we shall also increase the length 
and the breadth of our pages, without, hu'vever, 
changing the size of the paper used or altering that 
of our volumes, when bound. The liberal support 
which this work receives, keeps up a perpetual ex- 
citement to deserve it; and maintain the character 
which it has earned, for fidelity and impartiality in 
all things of reference. In respect to these, our pri- 
vate opinions never have been knowingly suffered 
to interfere—nor shall they. What we say of our- 
selves is our own—and no one shall controul it. 





Sc pEvery few days, and sometime more than 
once in aday, we ere called upon to establish facts 
and exhibit documents and other papers; and, 
though this consumes time, of which we have very [it- 
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tle to spare, itis seldom thatan applicantis sent away 
dissatisfed, if it is within our power to comply with 
his requést; but another practice has been tolerated 


4 | Until it has grown into a nuisance: persons who have 


never contributed one cent to encourage the pub- 
heation of the Reeister, make no manner of diffi- 
culty about wasting our time to find out documents 
for them, or in asking for copies, perhaps at the risk 
of breaking a volume. Our friends and supporters, 
wishing such things for their own use, shall be cheerful- 
ly supplied, and without charge, as heretofore, their 
requests being reasonable; but others shall not ob- 
tain special articles wanted, withant. contributing 
to the means by which they have been or tshall 
be registered. 

Sc} To priwrers. A fount of Brevier, of about 
500 lbs formerly used in publishing this paper, and 
one of Nonpariel, of about 250 Ibs. just to be laid aside, 
will be sold low for cash. Either will be conve- 
nient to the editors of weekly newspapers, who may 
have occasion, at times, to get-in a much larger quan- 
tity of matter than usual; for which purpose they may 
he used for many years, and then sold as old type for 
nearly half the sum that we ask for them: they are 
capable, however, of yet doing much decent work. 
To save trouble, the price of the Brevier is 25 cents, 
and that of the Nonparie! 30 cents perlb. The founts 
will be sold together or separate, but neither will be 
divided. They are believed to be rather more perfect 
as to sorts than is common to similar fonnts. A speci« 
men of the Nonpariel may be seen in the present 
number of the Register. 

BALTIMORE AND THE west. Though room cannot be 
just now afforded to go into particulars, which may, 
however, be given hereafter for public information, 
itis with no ordinary feelings we announce the fact— 
that a plan for making arail road from the city of Bal- 


: timore to some point on the Ohio river, has been consi* 


dered and adopted by certain of our most intelligent, 
public spirited and wealthy citizens, and a bill to 
incorporate a company for this purpose, with a eapi- 
tal of $3,000,000, has passed the legislature of Mary- 
land, with very small opposition, indeed—and that 
measures are now in progress to obtain similar acts 
from the statesjof Pennsylvania and Virginia, which, 
it is expected, will be as promptly and liberally 
granted. [Virginia has passed a similar act, unani- 
mously in the senate, and in the house of delegates 
with only six opposing votes. | 


The advantages of rail-ways compared with canals, 
are strongly pointed out in the report of an able 
committee that was selected to gather the fact¢-~ 
the following brief summary will suffice present 
purposes: 

Distance by the proposed Chesapeake and Ohio 


canal, (to Baltimore), 390 miles. 
proposed rail road 250 
Distance saved 140 


Smallest estimated cost of the proposed Chesapeake and. 
Ohio canal, $12,000,000 


Highest estimated cost of the contemplated 





rail-road 5,000,000 
Amount of capital saved in favor of the 
road, 7,000,000 








34 NILES’ REGISTER—MARCH 17, 1827—MISCELLANEOUS. 





~s —— a ee 





ket close to them, though Jogated on the shores of the 
Chesapeake! Iron is already brought to the sea-voard 
from Pittsburg—the supplies for the navy are partial- 
ly furnished from that cily and its neighborhood, which 
also sends more than 10,000 boxes of window glass 
to the eas'ern ports—a Jarge part of it goes to Boston! 
What then, will be the business transacted, when the 
cost of carriage shall be reduced by making this rail 
way? Thus will scientific power conquer space, and 
even the Alleganies sink, as it were, beneath the pres- 
sure of-unconquered steam, nay, the laws of gravita- 
lion give way before the march of mind! Locomo- 
$450,000 | twwe engines will be chiefly used, but there may be 
some stationary ones to Overcome the principal as- 
cents. There does notseem to be any possible rea- 
2143 hours. | son, why that power which propels vessels through 
water, may not propel them oa land--or for 250 
miles as certainly as 5 or 10 miles.* 
,rail-way cannot at all effect the principle of that 
Time saved by the road, each trip, 151 hours.| greatimprovement. Some may feei disposed to smile 
Such is the confidence in the practicability of per- | at the prediction, but we have no doubt the time will 
fecting this great work, such the belief in the gigan- | soon come, when a person may pass from the city of 
tic effects which it would have on the prosperity of | Baitimore to some point on the Ohio river, with the 
Baltimore—such the reliance placed in those gentle- | same sort of certainty, ease and convenience, that he 
men who have taken the lead in the project and of the , may make a voyage from Baltimore to Norfolk, in a 
amount of means which they can furnish to compiete | steam boat—that little travelling palaces, will be pre- 
it, that no one seems to doubt the immediate making! parcd, in which persons may eat, drink, sit, stand 
of this road. Indeed, from what we hear, we have or walk, and sleep, just as they doin steam boats. Why 
made up an opinion, that several hundred thousand | not? Wecannot apprehend any possible reason why 
doliars.would be absolutely given away, to assist in| they should net. When the writer of this was a lit- 
handsomely starting the projected improvement, if| tie boy he beard Oliver Evans say, ‘that the man was 
such a proceeding should appear wanting to give it | then liviag who would see the Ohio und the Mississippi 
a rightful impetus; but the chief persons concerned | covered with steam boats, aud that the child was then 
have entered upon this business with a deliberate | born who would travel from Philadelphia to Buston, 
view of obtaining a large interest on capital invest-| in one day.”? The first is-—the second may be. 
ed, as well as to benefit the trade and commerce of | St” #The books will be opened on Tuesday next 
Baltimore, and increase the value of their property, | for the purpose of receiving subscriptions to the 
by increased pepulation and ewployment. Withsuch | stock of the rail road company, to the amount of 


Cost of transporting, for toils only, ona ton 
of freight from Pittsburg to Bajtimore, 
upon the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, 

Cost of same transportation by the proposed 
rail road ‘ 


5,85 


2 50 





Tolls saved on each ton, by the rail road, 

Annual income from tolls upon the propos- 
ed rail road, 

6 per cent. interest on the capital invested, 


3 35 


750,000 
300,000 





/innual surplus profits to be appropriated 
for repairs and extra dividends, ‘ 
Time employed in passing a boat from Bal- 
timore to Pitisburg, by the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal, 

Time to pass from Baltimore to the Ohio 
river, upon the proposed rail road, 





624 hours. 





The Jength of a — 


a road completed and in full operation, Baltimore 
will steadily hold her powerful ratio of increasing 
inhabitants, and link herself to the rich growing west, 





15,000 shares, or 1,500,000—which will, no doubt, 
be all tuken at cuce, and as fast as the names cap be 
written down. The city of Baltimore has taken 5,000 


by the strongest ties of a common interest and com- | shares, or 500,000 dollars of the steck, as itis condi- 


son feeling. 


ing? It will render Baltimore, as to the home trade in 


tioned that she might. 
Who shail calculate the effects of such a proceed- , 


Three millions have been re- 
served for the states of Maryland, Virginia and Penn- 


_sylvania, for a limited period, &c. 
the hear! of our country, what New York .s ip respect | 
to foreign business; and, while the Erie canais pours, | 





INTERIOR COMMUNICATION. Some idea may be 


its invaluable supplies into the latter, the rail-way will | formed of the probable business that wil! be done on 


not be of less importance to us; and, happily, there 
‘is room enough for us ail!” Tuterval improvement 
and domestic manufactures will go on—must go ov; 
the people will and must support them; the free exchange 
of commodities is beneficial to all, and the prosperity 
of the home market 1s the best of all possible »ssuran- 
ees for success und profit in the foreign one. Already, 


cause Of domestic manufactures, is more to them 
than the whele cost of tue cotton goeds which they con- 
sume, a3 We ihink that we are able pretty cicarly to 
shew, and willattempt to shew hereafter; and though 
desolation. and ruin will be the fate of many woollen 
manufactories and manufacturers, because of the fal 
ure of the bill which passed the house of representa- 
tives and was arrested in the senate, the great wool- 
growing and manufacturing interest will iinally be 
placed in the same condition that the cotton business 
is. This will mightily tend to increase the transport- 
ation of commodities of every description from one 
part of the United States to another; and by this rail- 


—~ 


\the rail-road which is to be made from Baltimore to 
|the Ohio river, by mentioning that, on the 3rd inst. 
a gentleman travelling 55 miles on the road between 
Baltunore and Frederick, met or passed two hun- 
dred and thirty-five wagons in his journey—nearly 


seven for every mile. These wagons are generally 


| of te largest size, and very heavily laden. 
the extra profit to the cotton growers of the south, be- | 


‘ 
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*The Liverpool Courier, of the 17th January says— 





'The first experiment of stage coaches travelling 
“upon railways L-3 been made with great suceess be- 


tween Darlington and Stockton. The railway from 
| Wilton to Stockton, a distance of twenty five miles, 
| was formed for the conveyance of coals; and so great 
is the advantage of this kind of road in lowering 
the expense of carriage, that coals which formerly 
sold at 18s. per ton, in Stockton, ure now sold there 
‘for 8s. 6d. The railway passes through Darlington, 
‘which is ata distance of !2 miles from Stockton, 
“and two coaches now travel the road daily, conveying 
|a very great number of passengers at the rate of a 





way, an equalized value of them, at Baltimore and} penay per mile each. The vehicles are the bodies 
Pittsburg, Wheeling, &c. will be nearly produced. It} of six old inside Coaches, placed upon new and low- 
is supposed that the toli on a ton of merchandize, be- | er wheels, fitted for railways. They are drawn by a 
tween those places, will be only two dollars and fifty | single horse, whica often draws from 20 to 30 pas- 
cents, which is about equa! to twenty-five cents for a| sengers, at the rate of 10 mies an hour, with quite 
barre) of four—then will western Pennsylyania and | as much ease as @ horse moves ina gig, the traces 
Virginia, and the greater part of Ohio, with Kentucky, | being generally loose, and his principal effoit being 
Indiava, Illinois and Missouri, have, agit were, a mar- | to maintain his speed. 
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The Pittsburg Gazette says, the steam boat. Lady 
Washington, performed a trip from that city to Nash- 
ville, Tenn. and returned in Jess than 17 days—going 
in that time 2,600 miles. [Two thousand six hundred 
miles! —What is the length-of ail the rivers of the 
west navigable by steam boats, the business on which 
may have its chief stopping-place at Baltimore, by 
means of the rail-way?—What the amount of popu- 
lation to furnish supplies, and be supplied? A Cin- 
cinnati paper, of February 25, says— 
In 1810 our population was..... othe bec ececets 2,320 
PETG is Seok Gel Nie s cele dcins (a ods dis 4,000 
PAIGE Stik 5 ER Bere bis Feb ATE ob ees 10,283 
Wi ON, ok he'c ccbs cdevnedwdeces Wess uce's se 12,016 


“« The pork business of this city is equal if not of 
greater magnitade, than that of Baltimore; and is, 
perhaps, not exceeded by that of any place in the 
world. This will appear from a reference to the ta- 
ble of exports, and from the fact that, between the 
15th of November, 1826, and the 15th of February 
1827, a period of three months, 40.000 hogs have 
been packed in Cincinnati; 30,000 of which were 
slaughtered within the limits of the corporation, and 
10,000 brought in-wagons from the country around.”} 


——— 


Maryann. We had the pleasure to state in the 
preceding article, that the rail-road bill had been 
passed into a law by the legislature of the state: on 
the 10th inst. the great bill for the promotion of in- 
ternal improvement was also passed.. The writer of 
a letter to the editors of the ‘“‘American,’’ in refer- 
ence to this bill, says—Its passage is agreat triumph 
for the state of Maryland, and particularly the city 
of Baltimore. It gives $500,000 to the Chesapeake and 
Ohio canal on the condition of congress subscribing 
for 10,000 shares. It gives the like sum of $500,000 
to the Susguehannah canal, provided 8000 shares 
should be first subscribed by bona fide subscribers. 
Now isthe time for the city of Baltimore to take the 
start in the field of greatness. Let her people put 
forth all their strength—let the city councils unlock 
your resources—you will have your rail-road to the 
west—your Susquehannah canal to the north and west 
—the treasures of three millions ef enterprising peo- 
ple will flow into your lap, and Baltimore will yet 
become the first city of the union. 

THE PROSPECT BEFORE us. It is with much reluc- 
tance we have arrived at a belief, that the ensuing 
election of a president of the United States will cause 
as,much heat, if not violence, as any other event that 
ever happened in our country; that father will be ar- 





rayed against son, and son against father, old friends 
become enemies, and social intercourse be cruelly ip- 


ter of persons and of the fitness of things. In some 
cases, in different places and in regard to different 
parties, individuals who were supposed the wisest 
and best, the most discreet or patriotic of our citi- 
zens, a little while ago, are now spoken of as corrupt- 
ed and base; and others that were among the least 
approved of for character, discretion, or moral 
worth, are exalted into beings of a very superior or- 
der; though neither, perhaps, have changed their 
opinions or principles, or, in any respect, prescribed 
new rules of conduct for themselves. Such, howe- 
ver, is the necromancy of party that makes men as de- 
vils or as gods, atits will—imputing all that is base or 
claiming all that is excellent. It is surprising, how- 
ever, that these things are permitted—that thinking 
people tolerate them—that persons may not keep 
steadfast to their own opinions without committing 
violence on the opinions of others—that personal 
preferences should supercede the love of measures, 
and the resolution.to put up or put down individuals 
swallow up every consideration of right and of 
wrong. Accusation on the one side begets accusation 
on the other—the pride of opinion is roused, and rude 
and rough expressions and personal recontres fol- 
low betwéen neighbors and others, who really may 
not differ at all in the principles which govern them. 
For ourselves, we shall not enter into the arena about 
to be opened, for we cannot become gladiators—fight 
at the will of a master, and spare or kill at com- 
mand. We shall not move as party moves. We owe 
no more allegiance to it than to his majesty of Con- 
go, or any other dark potentate whatever. We shall 
pursue our old and approved course—and, without 
violence, support those measures for which we have 


always been the bumble but zealous advocates: we - 


are not of the spirit that willed a failure in the glo- 
rious public works of New York, and would that 
the canals should have been nothing more than “bi 
ditches,” because the making of them might redoun 
to the honor of an individual deeply interested in 
their suecess—nor of a temper to abandon internal 
improvements and the encouragement of domestic 
industry, to carry on electioneering projects. We 
cannot give up principles to subserve temporary pur- 
poses; and if others are oflended because we are legs 
flexibie than themselves, we shall not turn upon 
our heel to prevent it. Every person who pursues 
one steady course, becomes fashionable or unfashion- 
able in about.every five years of his life, with differ- 
ent sets of persons; he is ajternately approved or 
blamed—and some are always offended, because, as 
the times change, he does not change with them. 

But to revert to the subject before us—we antici- 
pate scenes of political exertion and political vio- 
lence, in many of the states, equal to any which we 
have ever witnessed. There will be sharp struggles 


terrupted, as it was in days that have passed, the Jike| in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
of which we hoped never to witness again. itis not; Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, and much stir in se- 
our prevent purpose to enquire, whence the necessi-| veral athers; and we fear that they will go far be- 
ty of s 


uch a state of things—why the excitement that | 
already prevails among politicians, though the people, 
are still—why the heat manifested against, and the | 
abuse heaped upon, distinguished gentlemen, hither- | 
to regarded as among those who did honor to their 
country and marked the character of the age, and 
whose claims to the most exalted standing, for private 
probity and public worth, were never questioned, 
until party had conjured up its chimeras to confound 
the understandings of men and lead them into captivi- 
ty, blindfolded by passion. We have beard much about 
a “coalition” on one side, and now it seems there 
isa “combination” on the other—and it is perfectly 
evident, that what have been esteemed as great essen- 
tial principles of policy, are about to be set aside, if not 
abandoned, because of likes and dislikes, the just for 
power and mania to possess influencé. We look. 
on and wonder at the transformations of the charac-| 


yond ‘te bounds of moderation, and that degree of 
mutual respect which freemen should entertain for 
their fellows. But, as out of almost every other poli- 
tical convulsion we have seen or felt—such as the 
contest between the old republican and federal par- 
ties—the election in the house of representatives 
when Jefferson and Burr were before it as candi- 
dates for the presidency—the long embargothe war 


_—the Missouri question——good may grow out. of 


this. The people will have their eyes opened to see 
that their business has been more than once.neglected, 
to cause or prevent the second election of a president. 
Besides, they may hecome disgusted even with their 
own violence on occasions of this sort, and seriously 
enquire what good can result from such proceedings 


| —and find out, perhaps, that the election of a presi- 


dent is of far less individual or public importance, 
than a good uuderstanding with their neighbors and 
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a ;ood feeling between the states. Then they will 
Jook out for a remedy which shall,in a less or greater 
degree, prevent the reeurrence of these contests of 
opinion and struggles for power—which, we think, is 
in a change of the constitution, so thata president) 
shall be elected for six or eight years, and forever 
thereafter be ineligible. We shal! press this matter 
upon the attention of our readers according to the bes! 
means that we have—believing that it is highly im- 
portant tothe public welfare, and free from valid ob- 
jections, Political feeling will not be restrained— 
party cannot be extinguished; we would not destroy 
either, but bring®them both more and more under 
constitulional regulation, without, however, at all pre- 
venting their exertion on necessary occasions. We 
would have our presidents to be resolute in their ex- 
ecution of the laws, uninfluenced by the fear of of- 
fending—and our senates and houses of representa- 
tives free from these temporary and disgusting fac- 
tions with which electioneering may fill them. We 
speak generally, and without reference to the present 
or any other particular period—but we know that we 
speak rightfully. Human nature must be taken as 
we find it, though efforts to improve it should not be 
wanting; but when we carefully investigate the me- 


+ tg 


the British government is quite willing to breed a 
war on the continent of Europe—that it is needed 
for the preservation of her systems of taxation, and 
to keep up the supremacy of her scientific power, 
we certainly believe, and have repeatedly endeavored 
to demonstrate; but that a quarrel will be kicked up 
with the United States we rather doubt, as its inevi- 
table effect would be to change our system of policy, 
in the complete establishment of domestic manufac- 
tures and the eternal exclusion of all: British produc- 
tions, unless exchanged with us on terms of perfect, 
unquestioned reciprocity. Such a war, uoprovoked 
on our part, might be for our future interest;* but 
cannot benefit Great Britain. 

“My unconquerable persuasion is, that war must 
break outere long, and thai France and England 
must be parties. Every effort will be made by Eng- 
land to involve us some way or other. I know, that 
a policy to this effect has been agreed on and Jaid 
down in England several years ago, as the policy to 
be observed with respect to us, whenever any new 
war should occur There was a policy adopted then 
and it will be followed, not to allow us to enjoy a 
profitable neutrality, and to re-become the factors of 





rits of things, there are few of us that will! not be 


at the want of it on others of much greater interest to 
ourselves. We oftentimes see hundreds of persons as 
if standing prepared to risk /ife itself, tu elect some 
one ‘hangman’? of a county, or sheriff. while they 
exhibit a perfect indifference as to the choice of 
those who are to make the laws by which the sheriff 
shall be governed! Thus, also, we have it, in Balti-| 
more, about the election of mayor. Our contests! 
are carried on as though vitality, itself, depended on | 
the result; and persons who have nothing to lose aud | 
nothing to hope for, neglect their business and their | 
families to electioneer—feeling 13s excited and judg- 

ment suspended. 





It is thus as to governors of states and presidents | 


the world. They will move every spring to deprive 


; (us of another indefinite term of prégressive, unex- 
surprised “at our own zeal on some occasions, and| 


ampled prosperity.—They wii] not allow a renewal of 
Jonathan’s thrifty, nourishing system of paddling his 
own canoe, and picking up grist all over the mill- 
ponds of the world, and of effecting, in some twenty 
years, what other nations have required centuries to 
accomplish. I tell you my good friend, I know this. 
England will have enough on her hands im'Europe, 
and 1 shali not be surprised, if under her present 
pressure, she may be in earnest in accommodating 
every cause of difference with the United States— 
indeed, I have some reason to believe that she will. 
‘There must be war—all Europe is alive for it— 
especisliy the French; they are indignant at Mr. Cane 
ning’s audacious language in his afterwards subdu- 
ed and mitigated speech. The English are detest- 





of the United States. The senate is afar more im-| ed every where on the continent, and no where more 
portant branch of the delegated power than the pre-}than in Portugal. The Portuguese ask the British 
sident. The latter, without the “advice” of the form-' officers, what the devil brought you here? Who 
er, can do but littie—the first is independent of the! wants the English to be meddting in our affairs? You 
last, being, also the tribunal before which he may be | may be assured that the Portuguese neither under- 


tried But the election of the senate produces no! stand nor want Dor Pedro’s constitution. The Eng- 
excitement like that which is felt in electing a presi-! jish are as weil aware of that as are the French ‘or 


dent. And again—the senate, when in session, daily) Spaniards. Again I say there will be war.” 
gcts onthe principle of representing the slates,* and | 3 
on matters of the very greatest moment, such asthe) Commence or tue West. A Cincinnati paper of 
making of laws and ratification of treaties To this; the 12th inst. notices the arrival at snd departure 
we offer no objection—but beeause that the house’ from that port, of twenty one different steam boats, 
of representatives possibly may, once in four years, | of the aggregate burthen of four thousand three hun- 
exert power as it is evey day exerted in the senate,! dred and ten tons, during the preceding week. Se- 
by states, many are led almost to ‘despair of the re.| yeral of them were new vessels, of from 300 to 
public!” We ourselves do not profess an exemption | 400 tons, fitted up in the best and most approved 





from the operation of the perversities alluded to— 


but hope that we have begun to bring them into par-| *Buat what would vecome of the revenue? some 
tial regulation, and would encourage all to ite a) may demand. Who pays the money into the treasury 
view of the whole ground” for themselves. now? we ask in return. ‘The people of the United 
— States, we answer, and they wou'd only have it to pay 

War Prospects. “The following is an extract! eti/|—with this great advantage, that they would pay 
of a letter from a gentleman in Europe to his friend | Jess, because of the perfect knowledge they would 
in Baltimore, as published in the “Patriot.” That} have of what they paid, instead of being cheated, as 
a | they are, by the present system; and they would pay 

*Concerning the states we meet with the following | according to political power, and fulfil the design 
quotation, pretixed to an essay in a Georgia paper,|of the framers of cur constitution. From the time 
about the matters between that state and the gene-! of our earliest politics! reflection until this day, we 
ral government. Comment upon it is unnecessary— | have had but one opinion on this subject; and though 
“Who authorized them, (the convention), tospeak | all the world should be againsi it, we shall maintain 
the Janguoge of wwe, the people, instead of wr tur | it—thatthe safety of a republic is the complete know- 
grates? States are characteristics and the soul of a | ledge and feelings of the people as to the proceedings 
cenf.derstion. If the states be not the agents of this | of their magistrates; aud it is a principle too, in our 
compuct, it must be one great consolidated naticnal | ethics, thet it is a wrong against liberty and liberal 
government of the people of all the states.” Pa- | ideas. to effect, indireci/y, what those to be acted upon 
wick denry inthe Virginia Debates. | would directly reject; that is, honesty is the best policy: 
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manner, and some, indeed ,splendidly finished for 
the accommodation of passengers. Two of them are 
said to be “of the finest boats in the world,’ and so, 
ho doubt, they are The following may partially 
shew the character and amount of the trade carried 
on with these boats. The “Fame” from Puttsburg, 
is thus noticed: “She arrived with a full cargo. 
partof which consisted of 102 pieces of cannon, and 
about 80 tons of grape shot, for the United States navy. 
Her upper deck was entirely filied with empty hogs- 
heads aid «asks, belonging to a house in Pittsburg, sent 
to New Orleans to be filled with a return cargo of 
molasses.. It is found to be much cheaper to have the 
casks made at Pittsburg and pay their freight to New 
Orleans, than to purchase them at the latter place ” 
[The navy supplied with cannon from Pittsburg!] 





PRINTER TO THE SENATE. The following is given 
in the ‘*National Journal,” asthe vote of the senators 
present onelecting a printer for that body. 

For Duff Green, editor of the Telegraph—Messrs. 
Benton, Berrien, Branch, Chandler, Dickerson, Fa- 
ton, Findjay, Hayne, Jchnson of Ky., King, M’Kin- 
ley, Macon, Randolph, Reed, Ridgeley, Rowan, 
Smith of Md., Smith of S C., Tazewell, Van Buren, 
White, Williams, Woodbury—23 

For Gales & Seaton, editors of the National Intelligen- 
cer—Messrs. Barton, Bateman, Bell, Bouligny, 
Chambers, Chase, Clayton, Harrison, Hendricks, 
Holmes, Johnston of Lou. Kane,@knight, Marks, 
Mills, Noble, Robbins, Ruggles, Sanford, Silsbee, 
Seymour, Thomas—22. 

Mr. Edwards and Mr. Cobb voted for neither, and 
Mr. Willey was abseat. 





Green suppLies. The ship Chancellor, capt. Ba- 
ker, has cleared at New York for Napoli di Romania, 


- a = 

it may be proper to add, however, that the paper 
of the Kentucky banks now forms buta small part 
of the circulation of thestate, and israther an article 
of special traffic than as having a fixed value as money, 
It is chiefly kept to pay debts due to the bank, and will 
be quietly and happily retired in its proper season, if 
the present excellent policy is persevered in. Vio- 
epi measures we have always opposed—as well those | 
which began the “relief system” and the banks, as 
that which would have suddenly destroyed either. 
At present, there is no section of the union that has 
a better circulating medium, than Kentucky, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois and Missouri—vexed as they have 
been with manufactories of paper-money ] 
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Law inTeLuicexce. We learn from the Philadel- 
phia Pailadium, that the case of Chas. L. Smith vs. 
Lewis P. Franks, the editor of the ‘Independent Ba- 
lance,” for a libel published in that paper against 
Mr. Smith, was tried and determined on Thursday 
at Nisi Prius, before Judge Dunean. The jury gave 
the exemplary verdict of ten thousand dollers damages 
for the plaintiff, being the whole amount claimed in 
plainuff’s declaration. 


a 
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{ THE svsqueHannan. The following facts are stat- 
edin the “Patriot” of the Sth inst. to shew the impor- 
tance of the Susquehannah,* not only to Baltimore 
and Pennsylvania, but to the western part of New 
York. They shew also, that. however advantage- 
ous the great New York canal may be to New York, 
it never can take from Baltimore a certain portion 
of the trade and produce she now derives from 
the very fields and villages through which it pass- 
es: Three arks, averaging 150 tons each each, loaded 
with whiskey, pork, &c. left Owego, N Y. on Fri- 
day last, at 3 P. M. and arrived at Havre de Grace 


wiih provisions, &c. for the Greeks. Mr. Miller, of }0n Monday evening. The owner, Mr. Thompson, 


Vermont, who bas passed several years in Greece, 
goes out in the vessel. [He will have the charge of the 
supplies, and pay attention to their distribution. The 
cargo, says the New York Gazette, is worth about 
$18,000, including the freight and insurance, which 
have been paid. it consists principally of corn meal, 
flour, rice, and the like articjes. A second vessei will 
be cespatched as soon as it is practicable, in which 
lieut. Carpenter, of the United States’ navy, who has 
just returned from the Mediterranean station, will go 
as agent. 





CoLonization. The legislature of Maryland has 
passed an act appropriating one thousand dollars, an- 
guaily, to the objects of the colonization society—to 
wit, the transportation and comfort of such free 
persons of color as shall voluntarily emigrate to Af- 
rica, &c. It passedthe house of delegates by a 
large majority, and the senate 8 to 4. 





Extinction. The new republic of Texas, alias 
Fredonia, has been dissolved, by a body of republi- 
cans from St. Antonio—supposiog that the jurisdic- 
tion of the country belonged to the ‘United States of 
Mexico!” The opjection of the Fredonians to the 
Mexican government was, that it would not admit 
of slavery. We are glad that power has been exerted 
in our neighbor to preserve the majesty of the laws. 





NoBLe CONFLAGRATION. Six hundred thousand 
dollars of Kentucky Commonwealth’s bank paper, 
were consigned to the flames at Frankfort, the 15th 
ult. in pursuance of a resolve of the legisiature. 
This makes in ali, $1,473,000. There yet remains on 
hand, $5v0,000—leaving about $800,000 in circula- 
tion ucredeemed. 

[We have a little of this ‘*money,” which we 
should be glad to have conflagrated—*‘by authority.” 


an enterprising merchant of Ithaca, N Y. on the 
Cayuga Lake, arrived in this city on Tuesday even- 
ing, a distance of 315 miles, in four days. The pro- 
duce was raised on the borders of the New York ca- 
nal. The same gentleman performed the same trip 
last March—sold part of his cargo in Baltimore, 
went to Charleston with the remainder of his cargo, 
took the avails to N. York and bought his goods and 
arrived at Albany at the time the first boat reached 
Albany through the great New York canal It is wor- 
thy of remark that the New York canal is not clear- 
ed of ice till about the first of May—this shows the 
advantage the Susquehannah gives to the traders of 
the interior of New York to ship their procuce for 
the Baltimore market. 

Pennsytvania. Harrisburg, March2. .On Wednes- 
day last, Mr. Lehman, chairman of the committee on 
inland navigation, made a report accompanied with a 
bi], providing for the extension of the Pennsylvania 
canal to the base of the Allegheny mountain, on the 
east and west side, on the Juniata route; and to the 
New York state line, on the Susquehannah route; and 
to the Sincmahoning, on the west branch of that ri- 
ver; also providing for the commencement of the 
French Creek feeder, and a canal on the Delaware 
river, together with some further surveys The ap- 
propriation for which it provides, is $1,200,000 for 
this year: 2,000 copies of the report were ordered to 
be printed, 500 of which in the German language, and 
the bill was made the first order for next Wednesday. 





*We notice a growing practice of speliing the 
name of this noble river, without the fina! h;—Sus- 
quehanna; against which we would respectfully of- 
fer a protest. The final letter qualifies the sound of 
the preceding vowel, and compels a right pronuncia- 
tion of the word. Many of the Indian names are 
beautiful, and we wish them preserved. 
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ComMERCE OF THE Unitep Srares. In compliance 
with the provisions of the act of February 10, 1820, 
requiring aceurate statements of the foreign com. 
merce of the United States, to be made annually to 
congress, the secretary of the treasury made a re- 

rt on the commerce and navigation of the United 

tates, for the year ending September 30, 1826, ac 
companied with an explanatory letter from the re- 
gister of the treasury. The report embraces— 

1. A general statement of the quantity and valne 
of merchandise imported into the United States from 
the first of October, 1825, to the 30th of September, 
1826. 

2. A summary statement of the same. 

3. A general statement of the quantity and value 
of domestic articles exported. 

4. A general statement of the quantity and value 
of foreign articles exported. 





“oo, 


one cause of the deficiency in the revenue of the 
United States for the current year, that the home ma- 
nufactures have lessened the demand for foreign goods, 
and thus the duties on imports have decreased. Un-. 
questionably it is ajmos! dreadful po.icy in this country to 
continue the execrable corn iaws, and so prevent that ine 
terchange of commodities with other nations, which would 
leave our manufacluring greatness unimpaired. The 
Americans are on the right plan now: unless we take 
American flour, she will, by duties, restrict the con- 
sumption of the produce of our doc », and will care~ 
fully encourage her own. It is tobe teared that Ame- 
rica will feel it necessary ‘o continue the protecting 
duties in favour of her manufactures, even if we relax 
somewhat the rigour of our system. It will be a Jong 
time before the manufactures of America will be enae 
bled successfully to meet us in foreign markets. We 


ave avare that very large quantities of ealico, of the manu- 


| 5. and 6. Summary statement of domestic and fo- | facture of the United States, have been sent to South Ame- 


reign articies exported. 

7. A general statement of the amount of Ameri- 
ean and foreign tonnage employed in the foreign 
trade of the United States. 

8. A statistical view of the commerce and naviga- 
tion of the United States. 

9. A statement of the commerce and navigation of 
each state and territory, and 

10. A statement of the tonnage which entered in- 
to, and departed from, the principal ports of the Unit- 
ed States and the lake ports. 

From these statements it appears that the #mports 





| 


' 


rica, and have, in some places, affected the sale of British 
manufactures: the appearance and character of the 
American article being new and different from our 
own. A week or two since, a merchant in this town 
received a pattern of the goods; they were sent to Man- 


chester, and in a few days a supply, similar in ap- 
| pearance, but better in quality, was sent off to South 


America, to be sold ata price (yielding due profits to 
all concerned) which would compel the manufactu- 
rer of the United States to give up ihe hope ef compe- 
ting with British goods. If the people of England had 
fair play; if the industry of the labourer, and the 


during the year ending on the 30th of September last, | merchant’s enterprise, were not, in a great measure, 


have amounted to $84.974,477; of which amount 
$80,778, 120 were imported in American vessels, and 

196 357. in foreign vessels. 

That the exports have, during the same period, 
amounted to $77,595,322, of which €¢53,055.710 were 
of domestic, and $24,539 612 of foreign articles. That 
of the domestic articles $46,199,528 were exported 
in American vessels, and $6.856,182 in foreign ves- 
sels, and of the foreign articles $23.353,988 were ex- 
ported in the American vessels, and $1,185,624 in 
foreign vessels. That 942,206 tons of American 
shipping entered and, 953,012 cleared from the ports 
of the United States, and that 105,654 tons of foreign 
shipping entered, and 99,417 cleared during the same 
period. 

The register of the freasury states, that the 
amount of registered tonnage employed in foreign 
trade, on the 3ist Dec. 1825, amounted to 700,788 
That the enrolled & licensed tonnage amount- 

ed to 657,899 
That the tonnage.of fishing vessels amounted to 64,424 


1,423,111 


As appears by the annual statement of the district | 


tonnage of the United States, transmitted from this 
office on the 10th inst. 

The register further states that, in conformity to 
the 10th section of the act above referred to, the ar- 
ticles exported have been valued ai their actual cost, 
or the value they bore at the time of their exporta- 
tion in the several ports from which they were ex: 


ported, and that the articles imported were valued at | ton, agaiust it. 


| 


avsorbed by an intolerable taxation, rendered still 
more oppressed by the unsettled state of our financial 
system, we should become traly the “envy of sure 
rounding nations, and the admiration of the world.” 

[We have italicised afew parts of the preceding ex- 
tract; but the whole of it is worthy of attention, and 
worth a cart load of the resolutions of our “chambers 
of commerce’’—aliowance being made for the natural 
John Bullism that appears in it.] 





STATE INSOLVENT LAwWs— From the N. Y ‘mericen.. 
The annexed view of the effect and operation of 
the late decision in the supreme court of the United 
States, respecting state insolvent laws, is from a 
source entitling it to full authority—and as such we 
give it. 

Extract of a letter to the editor, from Washington, dated 
, Feb 25. 

‘‘T have made it my business since I came here, 
to ascertain what has really been decided by the su- 
preme court, at their present session, respecting our 
state insolvent laws. I find that the causes, in which 
the question arose, respecting the validity of these 
laws, were argued at the February term, 1824, by 
Mr. Clay, Mr. Ogden, aud Mr. Haines, in favor of 
their validity, and Mr. Webster and Mr. Wheaton 
againstit. ‘the causes were continued for advise- 
ment, and remained undetermined until the present 
session, when they were again argued by Mr. Ogden, 
Mr. Wirt, Mr. Livingston, Mr. Jones, and Mr. Sanip- 





son, for their validity, and Mr. Webster and Mr. Whea- 
The argument turned upon the ques- 


their actual cost, or the value which they bore in the | tiou, whether the power of establishing bankrupt 
foreign port from which they were exported for im- laws wus exclusively vested in congress; and, if it 


portation into the United States, at the time of such 


exportation, free of any subsequent charges what-| 


ever. 
[This report shall be published in extenso as 
usual. } 





AMERICAN MANUPACTURES. From the Liverpool Com- 
mercial Chronicle. Froim the message of the president, 
jt appears that the nanufacturers of cotton and wool: 
Jon goods in the United States are becoming very ex- 
Peusive jn their operations. 


Mr. Adaius states, that! 


| were not, whether a state bankrupt law, in force at 


the time when the debt was contracted, was a law 
impairing the obligation ef contracts, within the mean- 
ing of the constitution, as applied to such debt. 
There being several causes on the calendar, involv- 
ing the same questions, the court relaxed their or- 
dinary rules, and permitted more than four counsel 
to speak After a very elaborate argument, and 
much deliberation by the judges, their opinions 
were pronounced a few days since. Four of the 
bench, judges Johnson, Washington, Thompson and 
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Trimble, delivered their separate opinions in favor 
of the validity of the state laws. Chief justice Mar- 
shall delivered the opinion of himself and judges 
Story and Duvall, dissenting from the majority of 
the court. The general result of the opinions of 
the majority of the learned judges, establishes the 
validity of the state laws, as respects contracts made 
after the passage of the Jaw under which the dis- 
charge was obtained, within the state, and where 
the discharge was pleaded within the state courts, 
or in federal courts sitting in that state. But the 
question as to the effect of such a discharge on debts 
contracted in another state, or where the suit is 
Drought 1n another state, is still reserved. It will 
probably be decided in a few days. 

Of course, the state insolvent laws, so far as they 
epply to contracts in existence when the law was 
passed, are declared void, except as to the exemp- 
tion of the person from imprisonment. 


From the National Intelligencer, of March 14. 
A final disposition, we learn, was made yesterday, 


Berris) West Inpies. The London Courier of 
24th Jan. remarks— 

‘* The recently published correspondence between 
Mr. Canning and Mr. Gallatin, has drawn the public 
attention more directly to our own West India pos- 
sessions: and the policy of the British government, 
so explicitly developed by Mr. Canning, evinces 
the importance attached to the preservation of that 
extensive branch of our commerce. 

‘‘ While, indeed, England says to America, what 
you ask of us, must be conceded, if conceded at all, 
as a Doon or favor, and not recognized as a subject 
of negotiation: and America replies, we seek it, not 
as a favor, which we neither ask nor desire, butas a 
matter of ‘equal reciprocity and good will,’ we see 
little chance of a conciliatory arrangement.” 


The annexed is the concluding paragraph of a 
long article in the Paris Journal du Commerce, of 
January 29th, on the subject of the existing difficul- 
ties between Great Britain and this country, relative 
to the colonia) trade. 





in the supreme court, of the various questions 
arising under state insolvent laws, which have been | 
so repeatedly argued, and so long under advisement. | 
The result, is, that where the contractis made sub- | 
sequent to the law, and is made between citizens of | 
the state where the law exists, a discharge under 
such law is a valid defence: so also, if made! 
with the citizen of another state, if such citizen | 
shall choose to sue, and the cause preceed to judg: | 
ment in the courts of the state where the law exists. | 
Butif the contract be made between a citizen of | 
the state where the law exists and the citizen of an- | 
other state, the party claiming under the contract, 
may sue in his constitutional forum, the courts of 
the United States, and a discharge under a state in- 
solvent law will not bar the action. As to contracts 
made before the passage of such laws, our readers 
are aware that they are not held subject to the ope- 
ration of those Jaws, even between citizens of tbe | 
same state. : 


—— 





More or “stare rnicuts.”’ Alexander Brown and 
others vs. The state of Maryland. It will be seen by the 
proceedings of the supreme court of the United States 
on Monday (says the Baltimore Gazette) that this case, 
which was argued a few days since by the attorney- 
general of the United States and Mr. Meredith, in 
behalf of the merchants of Baltimore, and by Mr. Ta- 


“The commerce of the British colonies, which 
consists of merchandize of great bulk, has, with re- 
ference to the American shipping, a@ commercial 
value far superior to the objects of which it is coms 
posed. -It gives employment to a large number of 
vessels and sailors, and this explains the care which 
England takes to deprive the United States of the 
trade, and transfer its advantages to the maratime 
nations of the Baltic. — It is putting in force the prin- 
cipleannounced by Mr. Huskisson in. parliament as 
one of the basis of the actual! policy of Great Britain 
—To weaken the United States and give power to 
their natural rivals. In this point of view, the subject, 
in our opinion, merits the attention of civilians.” 


Nelson’s Quebec Gazette observes—“If the United 
States retaliate upon Great Britain by interdicting 
all intercourse with the English colonies of this con- 
tinent, itis clear that it becomes a matter of the most 
serious consideration to Canada. Probably, more 
than three fourths of the 65.000 bbls. of ashes ex- 
ported in 1825 from Quebec, were of American pro- 
duction. The same may be said of the 40,000 
barrels of flour, and of the pork and beef, 
and perhaps of the staves. The first of these arti- 
cles formed in the year in question full a third of 
the value of ull our exports; add ‘the second, third 
and fourth articles and the portion of the United 
States produce exported from Quebec, in 1825, was 


ney and Mr. R.Jobnson, for the state of Maryland, j nearly, if not wholly, equal tothe value of one half 


has been decided. This cause has excited much in- 
terest:—it involved the question of the constitution- 
ality of a law passed by our legislature ia 1821, which 
required all importers of foreign merchandize, and 
other wholesale venders, to take out an annual license 
to sell, for which the sum of fifty dollars was exact- 


of all our exports To prevent the interdiction of 
this trade isa matter of great concern to Lower 
Canada; it is equally a matter of concern to Great 
Britain. While questions are agitated which affect 
the existence of one half of our trade, it is meet 
that we be alert. Lower Canada has lost more than 





ed. The impolicy of such a law, in its effects upon 
the commercial interests of Baltimore, was so obvi- 
ous, as to induce a strenuous opposition to its pas- 
sage, on the part of the merchants of this city. That 
opposition, however, was fruitless. Doubts were al- 
so entertained of its constitutionality, and it was at 
Jength determined to have that question finally settled. 
The result is, that the law has been solemnly pro- 
nounced, by the highest judicial tribunal of our coun- 
try, unconstitutional and void. - 


{|The law alluded to is one of that class which is 
perpetually planning to tax Baltimore city, for the be- 
nefit of the state of Maryland, and nearly the whole of 
the imposition would have been levied upon it. It is 
well known that we are not exceedingly anxious for 
the introduction and sale of foreign merchandize— 
but to have admitted the constitutionality of this law, 
would have been to commit the “regulation of com- 
merce”’ to the individual states, though expressly given 





| immense importance of the intercourse of the Cana 
| das with the United States, ought to be represented 
'to the English ministry, so that it may not be over- 
looked in finally settling the British colonial inter- 
course with the United States. 


[The preceding very nearly shews the amount of 
the matter in dispute. We ask no favors, but claim 
‘‘reciprocity;’? and the American people will meet 
regulation with regulation, as they are quite willing 
to admitof a free trade to others who will admitof 


tain is independent of us. We owe her no a 
giance.]} ; 
Though congress refused or neglected to legislate 
on the subject, notwithstanding the president spe 
cially recommended it to their attention, we ar: 





up to the United States.} 


happy to learn that there is every reason to bei 


fnew 


any other British colony by apathy, by neglect. The’ 


a free trade with them. But we are too old to have | 
conditions imposed upon us, without retaliating them. 
We are as independent of Great Britain as Great Bri- | 
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that the negotiations with Great Britain, touching 
the colonial trade, and also to determine the un- 
settied boundary lines, are in a fair way of being 
promptly and satisfactorily concluded. 

Mr. Ranpoipen, having arrived at Norfolk, in the 
steam boat, was invited toa public dinner which he 
declined, as foliows: 

Norfolk, March 5th, 1827, 

Gentlemen—I beg you to accept for yourselves and 
to convey to the cilizens of Norfolk aud Portsmouth, 
the assurance of my deep sense of the honor con- 
ferred upon me by this unlooked for mark of their 
consideration. It is a subjecet of painful regret to 
me that the very infirm state of my heal'b obliges 
me to decline an honor, the recollection of which I 
shall always cherish with pride, although I am sen- 
sible that I have no claim to it, except an honest zeal 
in maintaining the principles, which we bold in com- 
mon, and upon the preservation of which depends 
al] that can make even our couniry itself dear to the 
hearts of freemen. 

Tam, gentieman, your obliged and faithful servant, 

Joun Kanpoien, of Roanoke. 

To Robt. B. Stark, Walter F. Jones, M. Cook, Al- 
bert Alimand, J. W. Murdaugh, Geo. Kennon, Exqrs. 

[He has since partaken of a public dinner at Rich- 
mond, of which as weli as of those lately given at the | 
same placeto Messrs Floyd and Tyler, we sball in- | 
sert an account—as soon as we can. } 

Messrs. Wricut anp Saonpers. Having publish- 
ed the notes which passed between those gentlemen, 
it seems proper that we should state the cause which 





quite in the spirit of the fattest priest of an established 
church, and those of aut established churches are pretly 
nearly the same sort of traffickers in things of this 


kind, “‘quoting scripture” to sauction every, or any, | 


species of violence which may tend to support their 
own supremacy—‘‘the world and the flesh; but we 
shall not give it a place until we are better assu- 
red of its authenticity; then, however, it will become 
a paper of considerable interest to liberal and enlight- 
ened christians of every devomination, and furnish a 
useful lesson to all, the pious and the good. 

There are many reports, however, that the priests of 
Spain are so zealous for war, that they have agreed 
to part even with their money and means to carry it 
on. If so, they must suppose that ‘their craft” is in 
imminent danger,—that there is a fear of their being 
brought back unto their rightful state of teachers aud 
ministers of, a werciful aud long-suffering Gop, 
‘whose ways are ways of peace,” instead of lordivg 
it over the consciences and purses of their feflow men. 
They are a powerful body, as the following article 


‘from the New York Gazette will show. 


In most of the speculations we tiave hitherto seen 
on the probable policy of Spain, as regards Portugal, 
and the interference of England in regulating her af- 
fuirs, it has been doubted whether she could find 
means to defray the expenses of carrying on a single- 
handed contest against Portugal and her powerful 
ally. From some statements we have seen in the 
British papers brought by the late arrival, it seems 
Spain is not so ‘destitute of pecuniary resources as 
has been generally imagined. It is believed that as 
the war aguinst the liberal institutions of Portugal, 
would be «a “holy war” the Spanish clergy would no 


led to their difference; which we find thus stated in| doubt furnish some of the means necessary to dis- 


the New York American, and we believe it is substan- 
tially true —‘Gen. Saunders is the person whose re- 
solution on the public printing has made so much talk 
in the house of representatives, and is from North Ca- 
rolinat—Mr. Weight is from Ohio. The cause of of- 





; 





‘ish goverumeut. 


charge its expenditures. One of the London papers 
furnishes a statemeut, which, if correct, makes the 
income of the clergy of Spain double that of the Span- 
The estimate runs thus: 

Income of the Spanish clergy. 


fence we believe was, gen, Sannders, after launching;  ‘Tithes and primicias £10,900.000 
anathemas against all office-seekers, oflice-lolders,| Fees (derechos de estolu) 110,000 
and others living upon the “public crib,” was remind-!  Aliws 1,950,000 
. od in the house, by Mr. Wright, that he, the afuresaid!  Livings (congrua ) 1,000,000 
~Saunders, had very recently sought to fusien his leeth | Produce of the church lands 600,000 


in the ‘public crib,” in the shape of clerk of the su- | 
preme court of the United States, for which oflice he, 


was an unsuccessful applicant Mr. Weight, referring | 





113,660,000 
To this schedyle the following observatious are ap- 


to Mr. S’s disappointment, and to his resolution eall- | pended: 


ipg on Mr. Clay for his reasons for removing ceriain | 


“With such means as these of carrying on & war, 


1 Reg te ANN MRE er" 
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printers, suggested thai the latter should be so umend- and with the influence which the clergy possesses 
ed, as also to ask from the judges of the supreme) over the popuiation, Ferdinand, even single handed, 
court their reasons for having appointed another per-, may harruss Portugal and put England to an enor- 





gon clerk.” 





Spain. We have a copy of a long article, said to 
be the private exposition of Pedro luguense, arch- 
bishop of Toledo, and primate of ali Spain, to Ferdi- 
naud, on the present state of public afluirs. Whether 
itis or is not genuine, is doubtiul; we think that it is 


, otis expense.” 

| The Liverpoo] Mercury remarks, that there is rea- 
| son to believe that there is still immense wealth in 
(the Spauish cathedrals and conveuts, both exposed 
aud concealed, aithwugh Napolean and the Spanish 
cortes nay have made free with the treasures of the 
-churcivs, In former days the wealth and treasures 


not—not because the archbishop of ‘Toledo, is at: in these iemples were 80 enormous as to remind one 


the head of the * apostolicais”’ or fire and faggut * re- 


iof the marvellousness of the Arabian tales. The 


Jigioniste” of Spain, but for the reason that there! marquis de Langic, in his travels in Spain, thus de- 


jg nO Manner pointed out by which this private paper 


has been made public, or reason to believe that Fer- | 


| Scribes the treasure of *‘Notre dame du Pilier.” 


“Tne tempies of Madrid, are extremely magnifi- 


dinand and bis ministers are prepared for an open! cent; the wuinscot, the altars, and the vaulted roofs, 


avowal of the sentiments which it cantains. 
archbishop is made lustily to cant about his being 
a‘* mjnister of the most High,” the **sabjectof a Ca- 
tholic king,” whose cause is ‘‘ the cause of God,”—-to 
talk about orthodoxy and heresy, and to send the Lu 

therans down below, for their ‘infernal malice,” on ac- 
count of the “triumph of truth’—“the enemies of 
the true charch,” and of his hatred to England, &c. 
and as exhorting ‘this majesty”’ to war; and stimulat- 
jng ‘all ghristians to commence a new crusade,” in 
del 





The} ave resplendent with goid and silver; and the trea- 
'gures contained in the vestries would be sufficient to 
‘build a superb town. After the battle of Saragossa, 
| Lord Stanhope (who commanded the Engiish) went to 


see the treasure of Notre Dame of the Column. He 
yaid, on coming out from the clurch, ‘If the treasures 
of all the sovereigns of Europe were collected together 
they would not be worth the haifof this” This trea- 
sure is, in fact, considered the richest in the world. 
it contains four angels, of silver, whose wings are o 


efence of “holy religion,” &t, &ec. The thing isi gold, ornamented with stars ofsapphire. The croy . 
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of the Virgin is of massive gold, her neckiace, brace- | election of Mr. Randolph to the senate of the United 
jets, and the ornaments of her head, are valued at fif. | States has excited in a certain portion of the polil+ 
ty millions. There is, in the treasury, an infinite | cians of Virginia. This feeling may be partially esti- 
number of heads, arms, and Jegs of gold and silver, | mated from what gov. Tyler states in the extract 
given to the virgin as rewards for the miracles she has | from one of his messages which we give below; and 
performed. It also contains a hundred and ninety- | a news paper published at Richmond called the ‘‘Vir- 
five lamps of silver, and the same number of chande- | ginia Jackson Republican” of the 5th ult. was cloth- 
liers and censers. Butall these riches are nothing in| ed in mourning, and the leading editorial article be- 
comparison with the grand canopy which is used to} gan thus: ‘*John Tyler identified with Henry Clay. We 
carry the host on the day of the Fete-Dieu. The cir-|* are all amazement!! heart sick!! chop fall’en!! dumb!!! 
cumference of the sun and his rays is as large as one |‘ Mourn, Virginia! mourn!! for you, too, have your 
of the wheels of my cabriolet. ‘The rays are of mas-;‘* time serving aspirants, who press forward from round 
sive gold, and covered with emeralds. The chalice ;* to rownd on the ladder of political promotion, under 
is on a pedestai of silver three feet high. The whole“ the disguises of republican orthodoxy—while they 
canopy weighs five hundred pounds, and it is placed | ** conceal in their bosoms the lurking dagger with 
on a gilt stand. No jeweller or goldsmith has ever} which, upon the mature conjuncture, to plunge the 
been able to estimate this canopy. It was a present; ‘* Goddess of libertyto the heart.” 
of the archbiship of Seville. Every one wonders how | This tremendous Jeremiad seems to have been caus- 
this archbiship amassed such enormous weuith,but it! edby a report, that “shortly after the presidential elec- 
as since been known that one of his brothers who] tion in the house of representatives,” Mr. Tyler writ 











died in Peru, left him immense sums of money. a letter to Mr. Clay, ‘‘approving, in unqualified terms, 
‘“‘ his course in that election, and congratulating Mr. 
{Long deferred article.) *““C. and the country on the result.” We have not 


ELECTIONS AND ELECTIONEERING. Calculations be-{ seen a copy of this letter and know not whether any 
gin toabound as to the result of the next presidential; such ever was written. Mr. Tyler, however, is sure- 
election, and both Mr. Adams and gen. Jackson are | ly as faithfully wedded to what are called “ Virgifian 
elected by large majorities! doctrines” as ever Mr. Randolph was, and he can 

Mr. Powhatan Ellis, lately of the senate, has been! give, by far the most powerful support to them; 
elected a senator of the United States from Mississippi, | hence, being ourselves opposed to these doctrines, as 
in the place of Mr. Reed. He is spoken of as a‘ urged, in an honest conviction in our own minds, 
“decided friend” of gen. Jackson, and so we also: (the only rule or guide which we have), that they are 
believe is Mr. Reed. Ata dinner given to Mr. Eilhs’ ill-advised and injurious to the whole United States, 
at Vicksburg, Miss. in December last, he avowed’ and to Virginia particularly, we have not shewn and 
himself the friend of internal improvements, and: did not feel any particular interest in the rejection 
shewed thathe had voted for them when a member of! of Mr. R. except because of his querulous and cap- 
ihe senate. At that dinner the following was among tious dvings and speaking in the senate, though on: 
the regular toasts: | the highest ‘‘authority,” in the “Richmond Enquirer,” 

The president of the United States—Wise in his! he had been pronounced some years ago, as ‘‘a 
administration; aterror to his enemies by well doing.| nuisance aud a curse” for similar doings in the 

Gen. Andrew Jackson—His name speaks volumes; } house of representatives. But we have wo part or 
his deeds speak for themselves. lot in this matter, except to preserve these things as 

The congress of the United States—May they have | curiosities. 
an eye to measures, and not to men. Governor Tyler, in a comiunication which he 

Internal improvement—the strongest cement in our | lately addressed to the house of delegates, announces 








national fabric: It makes strangers neighbors. , his prospective resignation of his present office, an 
State rights—All Yankees: “palsicd be the tomgue, the assumption of his new one, (senator in congtess 
that draws a distinction.” in the following terms: 


At another ballot had in the house of representa- | ‘s avail myself of the opportunity which this com- 
tives of Massachusetls, E. H. Mills received 119 votes, } munication affords, of relieving the general assembly 
John Millis 80, W. C. Jarvis lo—scattering 4—so E.! from all ditliculty in relation to the election of my 
H. Mills was agaia elected by the house. In the se- | successor in the office which | now hold, by announe- 
nate, J. Miils, the former choice of that body was{ ing to you my resignation of the same from and af- 
retired, and the ballot stood thus—for James T. Aus-; ter the fourth day of March next, with the intention 
tin 21, E. H Mills 13, scattering 5; and so J. 'T. Aus-| of entering at that time on the duties of the highly 
tin was elected on the part of the senate. responsibie station recently conferred upon me. la 

In Maine, the senate has agreed with the house of} anticipation of that event, permit me, sir, throu 


—" 


Tepresentatives, in electing A. K. Parris a senator of} you, to tender to the house over which you preside, 


the United States for six years, in the place of} the homage of my most sincere thanks, for its indul- 
Holmes, whose period of service expired on the 4th] gent kindness, manifested towards me through the 
of March inst. The vote was for A. K. Paris 11, | whole period of my official service. If recent oc- 
J. Hoimes 7, Mr. Whitman |, Blank 1. currences, over which | could exercise no absolute 

in Ohio, Mr. Ruggles has been re-elected a senator | control, without justly subjecting myself to reproach 
of the U. States fur six years from the 4th of March | and censure, should heve altenated any from me, or em- 
inst. The vote ou the 9th ballot was, for Mr. Rug- | bittered any towards me, it will undoubtedly be to mea 
gles 55, Mr. Silliman 4d The difficulty that attend source of regret. But my course of conduct through 
ed a choice inthis state was not at all on account of} the future will be nothing varied by this considera- 
politics, and the State Jourual, published at the seat! tion. The principles on which I have acted, with- 
of government, says that all the candidates proposed | out abandonment.in any one instance, for the last 
for senator ‘‘were friendly to the present admiuistra- | sixteen years, in congress and in the legislative hall 
tion;” this is the third time that Mr. Ruggles has been| of this state, will be the principles by which | will 
elected to his present place by the legislature of | regulate my future political life; keeping them con- 
Ohio. tinually in view; yielding them neither to the force 

The blowing up of the common school system in| of circumstances or the suggestion of expediency, 
Massachuseits—the sinking of the New York canals,| and thereby seeking to promote the lasting interests 
or the tumbling down of ail the magnificentiy useful] of our beloved country, if I do not acquire the in- 
bridges iu Pennsyivania, would not have caused as| dividual confidence of Virginia, | shall, at least, have 
much feeling in either of Wuose states, ag tue. non- | preserved my own gonsistency, and secured my peace 
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of mind through the days of my inereasing years and 
in the hour of my fina! dissolution” 

(5c "The foregoing items were prepared several 
Weeks since, and are now inserted for preservation 
Since then, the following correspondence has been 
pubiished | - — 

TO THE EDITORS OF THE ENQUIRER. 
Richmond, Feb. 14, 1827. 

Gentlemen:—You will perceive by the enclosed let- 
‘ter from governor Tvier, that I am authorized to use 
the statement, received in the envelope of that letter, 

sI may please. Public curiosity is so much on tiptoe 

n relation to the matters contained in that statement, 
that I have determined to gratify all desirous to be in- 
formed of them, by handing over for publication the 
Jetter and statement. It is hardly necessary for me 
to add, that pending the presidential election, Mr. 
Tyler was the warm and devoted advocate of Mr. 
Crawford, and in all our public meetings did not hesi- 
tate to proclaim, that, Crawford aside, Mr. Adams was 
bis next choice. 

I remember well to have heard Mr. Tyler speak of 
his correspondence with Mr. Clay; and I know that he, 
upon many occasions among our constituents, un- 
conditionally avowed that he would have voted with 
Mr. Clay, and that he did not believe in the char- 
i of bribery and corruption, then the talk of the 

ay. Ihave thought it proper to add these remarks, 
as they may, in some measure, remove from the 
minds of all candid men the charge of concealment, 
so unkingly made by the public. Yours respectfully, 

ROBERT DOUTHAT. 
Richmond, Tuesday, Feb. 13, 1827. 

My dear sir:—! have esteemed it peculiarly proper 
to convey to you the enclosed paper, since it has been 
my good fortune to stand on terms of perfect intimacy 
with you from the first of our acquaintance; and, 
more especially, since you are intimately acquainted 
with the feelings and sentiments, on political sub- 
jects, which I may have entertained since the origin 
of our aequaintance. Upon none have you more dis- 
tinctly understood me, than in relation to the late pre- 
sidential election and the principal actors on that in- 


teresting occdsion. To you 1 made known the fact of | 


my having written to Mr. Clay, in a day or twoafter 
1 had done so; and with you, along with many others 
of my friends, it was my fortune, while differing in 
some measure on certain political topics, to avow 
openly, often before the public, the reasons for my con- 
viclions. Do with the enclcsed whatsoever you may 
please. Such destination as you may give, will en- 
tirely satisfy, Your friend and servant, 
JOHN TYLER. 
Ros‘t. Doutnat, Esq. 


The well established respectability of the editors of 
the Enquirer renders any statement of a fact on their 
Own responsibility worthy of notice—and I readily 
concede that if they fall into any error, such error 
would be purely unintentional. The account which 
is given by them in their paper of this morning of a 
conversation held by one of them with me on the 
subject of a letter written by myself to Mr. Clay, 
shortly after the presidential election, 1s calculated 
to make the impression that I was disposed to com- 
plain of Mr. Clay for the mere fact of having spoken of 
a letter; private, it is true, but not confidential—thus 


leaving the public at liberty to infer that I had acted § 


with concealment, and bad keptin reserve a set of opi- 
nions to be acted on when |} had reached the senate 
chamber. lam sure that such could not have been, 
and was not the intention. Whatever regret 1 may 
have experienced,.at the degree of vituperation, as to 
which no man of sensibility can be wholly indiffer- 
ent, to which the Winchester paragraph may have 
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of Mr. Clay, and in fact no possible motive to-do so, 
merely because he had spoken of a letter not confi- 
dential, and the sentiments of which I myself had 
over and over again avowed, as those which I honest- 
ly entertained. 

Now, the circumstances attendant on that conver- 
sation were these: Being in the lobby of the house 
of delegates, which, at the time, was somewhat crowd- 
ed, col. Gooch, with whom I had. been in habits of 
friendly intercourse, approached me and placed in 
my hands the Winchester paper containing the so 
much talked of paragraph. _1 have no precise recol- 
lection of the very terms of the conversation. In con- 
versing with one supposed to be a friend, I do not 
treasure up every syllable for future use. J can 
therefore, unly deny what I did not say, if a manifest- 
ly false ascription is made to me, but cannot repeat 
the precise words uttered. That man is surely to be 
envied whose memory is so acute and so retentive as 
to retail, with enlire accuracy, whole sentences spoken 
in conversetion, under the circumstances attendant on 
this. In this instance, I can only speak with perfect 
confidence of the impressions made on my mind from 
reading the Winchester paragraph, then for the first 
time seen by me. From the apparenteagerness with 
which he sought the interview, I concluded that he 
Jaboured under the impression thatI stood committed 
to the administration, and at the moment it also oc- 
curred to me, that Mr. Clay, by speaking publicly of 
the letter, sought to create that impression with the 
public, and thereby to render all men opposed to the 
administration reserved and distant towards me, and 
thus, ultimately to cause me to side with the admipis- 
tration. In this ascription I am convinced I was 
mistaken, and I hesitate not to retract the imputation. 
My better reflection advises me that his course was 
one entirely natural in itself, and which any one, 
placed in his situation, would have been apt to have 
adopted. The object then, with me, in uttering any 
thing to col. G. could only have been to remeve from 
his mind the impression of my commitment, and tke 
language I used was to this effect: ‘I did write to 
Mr. Ciay about the time of the presidential election.— 
The precise terms of the letter I do not now remem- 
ber, but I have a copy, and will recur to ii—but if Mr. 
Clay thinks that he binds me to the administration by 
| breaking the seal of a private correspondence, (or by 
}making public the contents of my letter, the expres- 
sions are of the same import,) or that ] can be driven 
from my principles, he deceives himself. The cold- 
ness of my friends may repel me from their inter- 
course, but nothing can cause me to abandon my 
prineiples.”’ I further stated, that it was true I should 
have voled for Mr Adams, Mr. Crawford aside, but 
that created no obligation to sustain him afterwards 
—to which col. Gooch, as well asl remember, re- 
plied—‘:Virginia wowd have done then the same 
‘thing, but nut so now”—or, “that a preference for 
Mr. Adams at the time of his election, did not neces- 


oo 








‘sarily imply a preference for him now.” I repeat, I. 
}could not vouch for the precise form of expression,. 


‘but that the object of any remark used by me, as was 
|above stated, 1am positive, I could have had no mo- 
tive to speak of it in any other manner, since the 
fact that that letter had been written, had been made 
known by me to many, and my opinions relative to 
Mr. Clay’s conduct, had been divulged in instances 
without number. 

In adverting to that letter, I shall content myself 
with stating its substance, but if Mr. Clay shall see 
cause to gratify the appeties of newspaper editors, 
he is at liberty to publish it. I sball have no cause 
to complain of it. It is, then, perfectly true that I 
wrote to Mr. Ciay in the spring of ’25, It is also 
true, that I approved of his course growing out of the 
presidential election, and concurred with him most 





unjustly subjected me, yet] had no right to complain jemphatically iy the result of bis vote. Itis equally 
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so, that | esteemed Mr. Adams as decidedly better 
qualified for the presidency than gen. Jackson, and 
that I would have voted for him after Mr. Crawford’s 
chance of success was over. To this effect, I wrote 
to Mr. Clay in terms of perfect frankness. Now 
where is the commitment on my part to the adminis- 

tration? Is it because I preferred Mr. Adams then 
that I must support him through all future time, no 
matter what may be his course of policy? Thesame 
obligation exists with all men who contribute to 
elect any man to any Office, to vote for him at the ex- 
piration of his term; and this without regard to his 
eourse while in office. The boasted responsibility of 
the public agent to his constituents becomes the 
dream of a visionary, and there would be nothing sub- 
stantial in our form of government, Instead of this, 
jt would soon grow into an adage—once in office, al- 
ways in office. The conclusion is ridiculous enough. 
Or is it because I do not believe Henry Clay, along 
with the western delegation who sided with him, to 
have been bought and sold, for which, if guilty, he and 
they deserved to be gibbeted, that I am therefore 
bound to support an administration which may op- 
pose all my convictions of proper policy? Must I 
wear a dagger to plunge into the bosom of every man, 
with whomI may differ in sentiment? When we shall 
have attained a crisis so full of horror, it will bea 

matter of little moment, who shall be “the star of 
the ascendant.” Error must be oppdsed with dif- 
ferent weaponsin a free country, where men_ will 
think, and thinking, will differ in opinion. The 
weapon there to be used, is that of reason and argu 

ment. Itwas that weapon which gained us the vice 
tory of "98 and ’99. The fact is undeniable, that a 
majority of the electoral college of Virginia, if Mr. 
Crawford had been removed by the hand of death, 
would have voted for Mr. Adams. I assert wt fearless 
ly. The people of Virginia, then, are equally com- 
nritted with myself. 

I shall make no public disclosure of the course I 
shall pursue in the senate. If my recorded votes in 
congress from the years ’16 to °22, given on the very 
subjects, or the greater partof them pow forming 
the subjects of contention—if a uniform course 
through all time, as well of peace, as of war—if my 
conduct in the legislative and executive departments 
of this state, do not develope the principles which 
will govern me, any avowall might now rgake, might 
well be considered the result of the circumsances in 
which [ am placed, and as a propitiatory offering to 
those who have seen so much cause of disquietude 
in my election to the senate. I take to myself no 
share in that disquietude, since complaints levelled at 
me, are only intended against the majority of the le 
gislature, and that majority is sufficiently strong and 
talented to vindicate itself. Joun TYLER. 

Richmond, Feb, 13. 


Additional items. 
We have already mentioned that William B. Giles had been 
elected governor of Virginia, in the plece of Mr. Tyler. The 
vote was, for Mr. Giles, 107; Hugh Nelson, 62; John Floyd, 37. 
In the senate of the state of New York, on the 2ist ult. the fol- 
lowing communication was read from the senator clect, recently 
re-appointed to represent that state in the congress of the United 
Srates. 


Washington, February 13, 1827. 

Sir:—T have received the resolution of the senate, appointing me 

a senator to represent th» state in the senate of the congress of the 
United States, after the third of March next, and have to ask per- 
mission to communicate to the senate, through you, my acceptance 
of the office. 
Relying on the indulgence of the senate, and in justice to my 
own feelings, 1 avail myself of the opportunity thus presented, to 
say, that having considered my first appointment as an evidence 
of confidesce and liber:jity to which my public services could 
have given me no pretension, [ cannot but regard my re-appoiut- 
yrent, under existing circumstances, and with such gratifying una 
nimity, as an act of favor demanding the expression of my utmost 
ratitude. I do assure the senate, that I am deeply sensible of the 
onor whjch has been conferred upon me; and to justify their con- 
fidence, it shall be my constant and zealous endeavor to protect the 
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to restore those of which they have heen divested by construction; 
and to promote the interests and honor of our common country. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 


M. VAN BUREN, 
The hon. Nathaniel Pitcher, 
President of the senate of the state of New York. 


[The voteto re-elect Mr. Van Buren was almost unanimous in 
the senate, and in the house stood thus—for Mr. V. B. 82, others 
and scattering 3!. There was no regular are | 

In Massachusetts, Mr. Lineoln, present governor, had the vote 
of the senate that he shouid he one of the senators of the United 
States, whereupon he wrote » very handsome letter to the house 
of representatives, thankful tor their compliment, but declining the 
honor proposed to be conferred upon him, saying—* unforseen and 
peculiar circurnstances have placed ine in an embarrassimg and most 
delicate situation iu relation to the present canyass. Partial and 
cordial friends have not been wanting from the first, to propose to 
me to be a candidate for the suffrages of the honorable legislature. 
Imperative considerations of personal and relative duty have con- 
strained me, informally to decline their support, and I had trust- 
ed, that it was well unkevetood to be my sincere and earnest desire 
to avoid a competition with those honorable and qualified men, 
who have been aiso named for the offices Ali these considerations, 
witha stroug regard to whatis due to consistency of character— 
acharacter the nore valuasle to myself, as in any degree justify- 
ing the distinction with which I bave been honored by others— 
press upon me at this time, with undiminished force. The vote 
of the honorable senate having now publicly placed me before 
the house of representatives as a candidate for the office of sena- 
tor, Ihave to beg their indulgence in being permitted unreservedly 
but most respectfuily, to decline their suffrages, and your kindness 
in offering to them this comimunicatiua. 

LEVI LINCOLN. 


After the reading of the letter, Mr. Dana, of Groton, moved to 
lay the communication on the table, and proceed to the considera- 
tion of the resolution offered by Mr. Brooks, which is as follows: 
Resolved, That it is inexpedient for this house to repeat its at- 
tempts to elect a senator to represent this state in the congress of 
the United States for the term of six years from and after 3d 
March next, and that the consideration of the subject be indefiniter 
ly postponed. 


Atter debate, this resolution passed, by yeas and nays, 115 to 98, 
P. P. Barbour, havivg resigned his seat on the bench of the 
general court of Virginia, is a candidate for congress in the district 
which be formerly represented, and which was last represented by 
Mr. Taylor. 


Mr. Dwight, of Massachusetts, who had declined a re-election 
to congress and in the place of whom a successor bad not been 
chosen for the want of a majority of the yotes, has yielded his pri- 
vate wishes to the will of his fellow citizens, and will again serve 
them. if elected This has afforded much satistaction to the 

ple of Berkshire, who are warmly attached to the ‘‘Americam 
system,” of which Mr. D. has ever been an able and steady sup- 
porter. 


In Vermont, at fast, we believe that bythe election of Messrs, 
Swift and Hunt, the representation of the state, in congress, is 
completed. Mr Swift beat Mr. Allen by a majority of 292 votes, 
and had a Majority over the whole of 120: Mr. Hunt’s majority 
over Mc. Merrill was 167—no scattering votes are given. 





Awrut Fire. The borough of Norfolk was vis- 
ited by an awful calamity on the morning of the 9th 
instant. A fire broke out in a small tenement, and 
before it eould be got under, property to the amount 
of 80,000 dollars was consumed, and forty or fifty 
families rendered houseless. The wind raged with 
violence, and many houses at least half a mile from 
the seat of the original fire, were consumed by the 
flying coals and flakes. 

Lesanon, (Pa ) Feb. 24. The tunnel (for the ca- 
ua!) near this place, was opened from end to end, 
yesterday morning at 8 o’clock. Nothing had 
taken place of a serious nature, no lives lost, 
as was much dreaded by many, from the dan- 
gers incident to works of this kind. Too much 
praise cannot be bestowed on Messrs. Maloy. and 
Slayman, for their vigilance in using every precau- 
tion to obviate danger. The length of the tunnel is 
250 yards, through a hard Jimestone rock and slate. 
The much talented engineer, Mr. Guilford, guided 
the course so accurately, that he brought the ends to 
meet to less than an inch. We shall now soon see 
the Union canal in operation—perhaps about the 
first of May. 

Mammorta of Mammoths.—A Columbus (Obio) pa- 
per states that a boat had arrived at Steubenville, 
having on board the bones of a nondescript ani- 
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and weighed upwards of 1200 pounds. The back 
bone was 16 inches in diameter, and the ribs 9 feet 
in length. It is calculated from the size of the 
bones, that the animal, when living, must have been 
about fifty feet in length, 20 to 26 feet in width, 
and about 20 feet in heigtt; and it must have 
weighed at least twenty tons. These bones were 
found near the Mississippi river, in Louisiana, and 
form the greatest natural guriosity ever beheld. 
This animal must have as far transcended the 
mammoth in size, as the mammoth a common dog. 
As to the exactness of the measurement, howev- 
er, we must be a little incredulous, until docu- 
mentary evidence shall establish the truth of the 
statement. An animal of such dimensions must 
have been a cotemporary of the almost favulous 
kraken. —— 
FOREIGN NEWS. 

Late arrivals at New York bring files of London 
Papers up to the evening of the 7th February. They 
contain little or nothing of importance. We have 
however extracted the following items. 

Great Britain and Ireland. The British parliament 
‘dssetabled on the 8th dust and it was supposed that 
the corn Jaws would be taken into consideration on 
the 15th. In the manufacturing districts a very sen- 
sible change for the better has taken place, and hopes 
are entertained that the improvemeut will be pro- 
gressive. 

France. The chamber of deputies were lately en- 
gaged in an interesting debate on the post oflice bill, 
during which the following facts were elicited, viz. 
that the French newspapers, besides the stamp duty, 
pay arate of postage, and the bill proposes to raise 
the latter from 38 to 76 per cent. with the hberty, 
however, of extending their size from their now di- 
minutive shape to any bulk, they please. Some curi- 
ous statements were given by the président of the 
council. The Constitulionnel, he said, possessed 20,000 
subscribers; the expense of printing, paper, &c. 
amounted to 158,000 franes ({ 6,320) the new post 
olice tax, and stamp, at six cents, 432,000 francs 
! 17,280) in all 1.23,600. Amount of subscriptions 

440,000 (157,600). Remains tor getting up the ar- 
ticles and profit, 753.595 franes (1.30,150). The ca- 
pital advanced to obtain this enormous profit does 
pat exceed 30,000 irancs (1.1,200). 

The town of Biel, in the valley of Conche, has 
nearly been destroyed by the faliing of ao avalanche. 
The loss of lives has been great—thirty oudies have 
been found shockingly mutilated. 

Spain and Portugal. We have nothing decisive as 
to the affairs of Spain and Portugal; some statements 
would induce us to believe that the diferences were 
ebout being terminated, and other accounts repre- 
$eut the parties as making the most aelive prepara- 
tions for war. 

Greece and Turkey. A serious mutiny took place 
at Hydra on the Ist of Dec. It appears that alter 
the Turks had returned to the Dardanelies, to winter, 
the three Greek fleets (the Hydriot, Spezziot, and 
Ispariot) returned to their respective harbors. The 
sailors of the Ely¢driot fleet, having spent all their mo- 
ney, demanded the use of five vessels for a piratical 
expedition, which was refused, and the primates 
seut off all the vessels, but two, to Poros. Enraged at 
the disappointment, the sailors took the primates 
prisouers, guarded them in the house of Condurioth, 
and decreed to behead them all on the following day, 
in the warket piace, unless they paid them the sum of 
31,000,000 piastres. In this situation the primates con- 
trived to send information to capt. Spencer, of the 
British frigate Taibot, then in the neighborhood of 
the island, in the hope that he could devise some 
means for their relief. His efforts were ineffectual. 
A compromise was at last effected on the succeeding 
day, by Conduriotti, who, for his own portion, paid 








100.000 piastres, the other primates paving what they 
could, and the sailors levying a contribution of 50 
per cent. upon the shopkeepers of Hydra. 

A proclamation has been issued, directing all the 
members of the government, as well as all the pri- 
mates and chiefs from every part of Greece, to as- 
semble and meet at gina, by the Ist of January, 
1827, in order that they may dissolve the body com- 
posing the provisional government, and elect new 
members from among the primates and chiefs, the 
persons composing the present government, with the 
exception of one or two, being generally considered 
unfit for the situations they hold. 

The frigate bu:lt for the Greeks at New York had 
arrived at Napoli di Romania, and caused much re- 
Jolcing; a disgraceful riot took place on board of 


her, among the American sailors, on her passage from 
Malta to Napoli. 


a 


FOREIGN CLAIMS. 
Report of the committee of foreign affairs, in the 41. R. 

The committee of foreign affairs, to whom have 
been referred the memorials, respectively, of sundry 
citizens of Portland, of Portsmouth, of Salem, of 
Khode Island, of New York, of Philadelphia, and of 
Baltimore; also the petition of Benjamin Fry, aud of 
John and AjJexander Johnston; also, a letter of the 
secretary of state, of Jannary 30th, accompanied by a 
schedule of claims on foreign governments, prepar- 
ed in obedience toa resolution of the house of repre- 
sentatives of the 19th May, 1826; also, an additional 
schedule of claims of citizens of New York; beg leave 
to report: 

That the subject of the claims of American citizens 
on foreign governments, for captures and spoliations 
on the high seas, and for sequestrations, confisca- 
tions, and illegal detentions in port, during the con- 
tinental system, so called, is well known to the house 
of representatives. The above named memorials 
contain the representations of [arge and respectable 
bodies of merchants, in some of the most important 
commercial towns in the United States, and also of 
individual citizens. Similar memorials have, on 
former occasions, been presented to the house, and 
have received the respectful notice of the committe 
of foreign affairs. 

The general nature of the claims preferred in these 
memorials, is the same, although the merits of the 
question vary, in a certain degree, in reference to 
the different governments against whom the claims 
exist. The extent of individual hardship and out- 
rage was also various. The document from the de- 
partment of state, alluded to above, furnishes a great 
deal of important information, on both points. It 
will, in the opinion of the committee, expose to the 
American people a series of losses, of oppression, and 
injury, not less seriously affecting the national cha- 
racter, than fatal to the private interests of the par- 
ties concerned. Itis, in fact, the circumstance which 
most entitles these claims to the consideration of the 
house, that they grew out of violations of national 
law,and the faith of treaties, deeply involving the 
honor of the American people. 

The claims preferred are on the governments of 
France, the Netherlands, Naples, and Denmark. 
The proceedings of the American government, in the 
attempt to procure, by friendiy negotiation, that in- 
demnity which is due alike as a matter of national 
and private righf, have, at various times, been com- 
municated to the house of representatives. Obvious 
considerations have led the executive to press with 
the greatest urgency, the claims on the government 
of France. | 

Justice could not, perhaps, with propriety, be en- 
forced from the other powers before, nor dypensed 
with after, it shall have been done to our citizens by 
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this powerful, prosperous, and magnanimous state; 


United States have had too many proofs, to fear a 
final difference of sentiment on this subject. The 
committee are not unmindful of the plausible nature 
of the plea, that it is hard, that the present govern- 
ment of France should be called upon to make repara- 
tion for the illegal acts of the late emperor, It is, } 
however, known to the whole world, that immense 
sums were, in the first years of the restored monarchy 
paid by France to the various governments of Eu- 
rope; and that the United States, the only people 
whose arms were not turned against France, is the 
only one which has been excluded from this general 
distribution of indemnity. There is, in fact, no hard- 
ship in now refunding to the American merchant the 
value of those supplies, so long since wrested from 
him, which were often specifically applied to the pub- 
lic service of France, and always formed an acces- 
sion to the public stock, or the private means of her 
citizens. However great the evils which France 
may have endured under the reign of Napoleon, the 
exhaustion and impoverishment resulting to that 
country, were alleviated by the entire amount of the 
many millions of property acquired by violence from 
our pegeeful merchants. It is not asking much, that 
his amount should be regarded as having been loan- 
ed to France, and that it should now, after fifteen or 
twenty year’s use, be repaid to its rightful owners. 
The question of hardships might be safely rested on 
the single consideration, whether the citizens of 
America ought to be the final losers of property, of 
which, in consequence of the arbitarry measures of 
the late emperor, France has for so many years gra- 
taitously enjoyed the benefit. 

But the committee deem it the less necessary to 
press this point, as the French government, though 
often alluding to it, has never denied the justice of 
these claims; has admitted the validity of several 
portions of them; and makes their allowance, and 
payment, contingent on the adjustment of another 
question, in controversy, viz. the privileges claimed 
by France in the ports of Louisiana, under the eighth 
article of the convention, by which Louisiana was ce- 
ded to the United States. The government of France 
maintains ao interpretation of that article, in virtue 
of which, French vessels are gratuitously to be ad- 
mitted into the ports of Louisiana on the same terms 
as the vessels of powers, between which and the U. 
States the discriminating duties have been mutually 
abrogated. This claim has long formed the subject 
of negotiation between the governments of the Unit- 
ed States and France, and the former has ever ex- 
pressed a willingness to covtinue or revive the dis- 
cussion. It has, however, protested, and as the com- 
mittee think with great reason, against making the in- 








demnity, so long delayed, will no doubt be promptly 
accorded by the other powers. 

From the report of the secretary of state above al- 
juded to, it appears that the claims one varioua 
powers, (omitting parts of a dollar), amount to the 
following sums: 


On France, - - $9,600,332 
On Naples, - - 2,032,939 
On the Netherlands, , 750,059 
On Denmark, : - 2,662,280 





$15,045,610 





This aggregate is exclusive of a large amount of 
claims that have been presented since the preparation 
of the schedule; and there is also, no doubt, a consi- 
derable amount, which, from various causes, has ne- 
ver heen reported to the department of state. So largé 
an amount of property, of which our citizens have 
been deprived, under circumstances closely connect- 
ed with the rights of the nation, is too important au 
object ever to be lost sight of. It may safely be pro~ 
nounced aclaim, which this government, however 
temperately and patiently it may pursue it, will never 
abandon. The confidence which the committee en- 
tertain, that the measures within the competence of 
the executive, will eventually prove successful, is 
measured by the reliance which is fet in the justice 
and honor of foreign governments. Till those mea 
sures shall have been exhausted and found inade- 
quate, the time will not have arrived for legislative 
interference. The committee, therefore, ask to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the sub- 
ject 

. This report was read, and laid on the table. 








FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

in the senate of the United States, February 8, 1827. 
Mr. A olmes made the following report: ‘< 
The select committee, to whom was referred the petitions of 
Joseph Emerson, and many others, praying to be remunerated 
for losses sustained by captures and other injuries. under au- 
é oe j Rd the French republic, ask leave to make the following 
The petitioners have presented claims against the United States 
for captures and other pojuries inflicted under authority of the 
French republic, previously to the eonvention of the 30th Sep 
tember, 1800, for which no indemnity was provided by that con- 
vention. ‘They state, in substance, that their property was taken 
from them im contravention of the laws of nations and existing 
treaties; that the United States have not only failed to enforce 
their claims against France, but have expressly relinquished them 
fur a fair consideration, and. they therefore ask an indemnity 
to the amonnt of the claims relinquished. a Mine 
The petitioners. have furnished no evidence of the injuries of 
which they complain, nor of the amount of their losses; and, in 
ordinary cases, the committee would be justified in a report agaitst 
them, tor want of proof, 
But, ivasmuch as it was admitted, by the ministers of both par- 
ties to the conventivn of 1800, that illegal captures and detentions 
had been made, under the authority of the French republ 
against cititens of the United States, that the injuries sustaime: 


demnification justly due to individuals, for wrongs ad-| were of considerable amount; and as it appears that the clains 
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argument, that the government of the United States 1778, it is fair to presume, the petitioners expected that ey ae 
is wrong in its interpretation of the eighth article of would determine the preliminary question whether. ander t 


circumstances of the case, the United States were obliged, in 


the Louisiana convention, this wrong can afford | equity, to make to them any compensation. 


France no justification for withholding from indivi- 


In this view of the case, the committee consider it their duty 


dual citizens of the United States, the payment of to answer this question, and present the answer and the reasons ta 


debts acknowledged to be due. 


the senate, tor their consideration and decision. If the petitioners 
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such refusal. ‘To do this, it will be necessary to present to the 
senate th: state of the controversy between France and the United 


the discriminating duties will, on the first day of Octo- States, at the time these claims were relinquished. 


ber next, be mutually repealed, and the controversy 


By the 17th article of our treaty of commerce with France, of 
1778, her armed ships with the prizes taken feom her enemies, 


arising on the interpretation of the eighth article of | were entitled to shelter and protection in our ports, while those 


the Louisiana convention, will be thus practically set 
ued. When this shali be the case, the known cha 


_| of her enemies weve excluded, By the 35th artiele of ovr treaty 
of 1794, with Great Britain, Aer armed ships with their prizes 
were admitted ,and those of bcr enemies excluded, with the pre 
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heir prizestaken from her citizens, were admitted and protected 
in the ports of the Unitéd States. It was insisted by France, that 
the 25th atticle of the British treaty was a direct infraction of 
otires with her, and that the proviso, whatever its intent. had no 
practical effeet in her favor. The coalition against France had 
to enforce the extraordinary principle. that articles or ordi- 
nary sustenance might become contraband of war. To this coali- 
tion, formed by the treaties of Pavis and Pilnitz, in 1791, Great 
Britain was, t h not an ostensible, a real party. It was after- 
wards extended toembrace other powers, and the stipulations were 
to prohibit the exportation of provisions to France, shut their ports 
against her; employ all means in their power to injure her com- 
merece, and to unite all their efforts to prevent neutral powers 
from giving any protection whatever, directly or indirectly, to the 
commerce or property of the French, on the sea, or in the ports 
of France. 

Pursusnt to this combination, not only against France, but 
against all neutral commerce, Great Britain, early in 1793, captur- 

our vessels bound to French ports. In retaliation, the French 
republic, by the decree of 9th May, 1793, authorized the capture 
of neutral merchant vessels, bound to British ports. In cach 
case a limited and very inadequate compensation was to be 
awarded for cargo, freight aud detention. The decree of the 23d 
May excepted. our vesseles from that of the 9th; that of the 28th of 
May included us; that of the Ist July exempted us, and that of the 
27th July comprised us within its provisions. The reason or ra- 
ther excuse, for this, given by the French minister to Mr. Morris, 
in his letter of the 14th Octeber, 1793, is, “the extreme rigour with 
which the English and other belligerents treat all neutrals des- 
tined for France.” Yo which he adds, “the difficulty of distiv- 
guishiug our allies from our enemies has often been the cause of 
offences committed ov board your vessels, all that the adminis- 
tration could do is to order indemnification to those who have 
suffered, and to punish the guilty.” Pressed by this formidable 
coalition, and distracted by the events and atrocities of the revolu- 
tion, France was constantly vibrating between a retaliation upon 
her enemies on theone hand, anda wish to conciliate us on the 
other. "Whis extraordinary attemptto redoce by famine, such a 
nation as France, as wild and extravagant, as it Was unjust to neu- 
trals, was justly condemned ase direct contravention of the laws 
Cr neutrality. 

But, by the 18th article of our treaty with Great Britain of 
1794, it was in effet conceded, that provisions and other articles 
bound to the ports of her enemies might become comraband, that 
the vessel might be carried intoa British port, and the cargo dis- 
posed of, paying the value, and an ordinary mercantile profit. It 
is easily perceived that this humiliating concession was betle re- 
lished in the United States, and much less in France. The se- 
cond artiele of the treaty of commerce of 1778 having provided 
that concessians ta others should become ¢ommon to the parties, 
it Was unreasonable to expect that France would insist on aright 
corresponding with that conceded to Great Britain. To allow 
that our Jegitimate commerce might be diverted from its destina- 
tion, and our cargoes be carried toand soldin a glutted market. 
was indeed a concession, and would seem to demand a correspond- 
ing concessiop to France. Unfortunately for us, this concession 
to Great Britain hecatne a great ammoyanee toour commerce. The 
combination against the trade of neutrals with Franee, and the 
facility with which Great Britain, by the superiority of her navy, 
could intercept that commerce, had rendered the prices of all ar- 
ticles of sustenance exceedingly high in France, and bow in Eng- 
jJand. The rule of compensation, with the formet, was the port 
of destination; with the latter, the port of entry; and both nations 

mid us, if they paid at all, the price in the cheapest market. If 
‘rance could not sustain the position that this concession to Great 
Uritain was the extension of a corresponding right to her, still it 
is not clear that the concession itself Was not an injury to her. 
Her complaints on this point, whether gfoundless or not, perplex- 
ed and annoyed us, and it was exceedingly desirable to be reheved 
rom them. 

By the 23d article of the tresty of commerce of 1778, it was stipu- 
lated that free ships should give freedom to goods and persons, con- 
traband of war, and soldicrs in the service of an enemy excepted. 
By the treaty of 1794 with Great Britain, it was conceded that 
the property and persons of ber enemies might be taken from 
our ships. The result was, that while the property and subjects 
of Great Britain were on board of our vessels, protected irom 
Freveh cruisers, those of France were denied such protection 
trom British cruisers. and subjected to capture. It was coptend- 
ed that by this provision in the British treaty, that of 1778 became 
modified, and that the right resulted to France to seize and cap- 
ture British.property and subjects on board of our vessels, since 
we had conceded to the lateer the right to take thage of the former. 
Such a claim your committee will not attempt either to resist or 
support. It was one which our own government might have re- 
sisted by arguments very satisfactory to themselves, but very Un- 
satisfactory to France. qt was a subject of controversy, 

In our treaty with Great Britain we had extended the articles 
of contraband far beyond all reasonable limits, and many articles, 
particularly materials tor ship building, were ineluded in the list, 
which were expressly exenipted in our treaty with Frauce.— 
Whether this was 2 eoneession, entitling France to corresponding 
rights or privileges, or a just ground of complaint, isnot now ne- 
cessery to be determined; it was complained of as an injury, it 
was a claim from witch it was desirable te be relieved. 

Another mjury of which France complained, and perhaps just- 
ly, was our submission to the British rule of 17665 prohibiting all 
commerce ofa neutral with her enemie’s colonies Hot permitted 
in tine of peace. By the decrees of the national convention of 
the 19th February, and 26th March, 1793, the ports of France and 
her colonies were opened tw heutralyon Ue same terns as to her 





own citizens. On the Ot of November, of the same year, Great | 


a coe 


een an order in council , or “additional instructions” to the 
officers of her navy, revived this rule against our trade, with the 
French colonies. 5 

It would seem that the admission of a neutral into French ¢o-. 
lonies, on favorable terms, was an act of which her enemy had ne 
right to complain. To interrupt it was an aggression. perhaps, 
which, in ordinary cases, the neutral oughi to resist er counteract. 
France, therefore, might very justly complain, that to submit te 
it was a concession to her enemy at her expense. If a neutral ma- 
tion submits to an unlawful interruption by one belligerent of 
its Commerce with the other, this other may have good reason, to 
2 apa provided such neutral possesses the means of resis- 
ance, 

Other claims were pressed upon us by France for injuries of 
which she complained; sueh as our prohibiting the sale of her 
prizes 1 our ports; detentions by embargo; our refusal to permit 
her to fit outand commission privateers; denying these privateers 
an asylum in our ports, and restoring their prizes to her enemy; 
permitting Brtisih ships of war, generaily, to enter our ports 
after having made prize of French vessels, and to repair and re- 

t; refusing to reclaim French prizes taken in, or brought into 
our waters hy British ships, granting facilities to Great Britain is 
the reduction of the French colonies in the West Indies; permit- 
ting the seizure and detention of French national vessels; sub- 
mitting to the impressment of our seamen to strengthen the 
maritime power of her enemy; aiding the insurgents of St. Do- 
rmingo, and many others, not necessary to be named. 


These complaints were for supposed infractions of the treaty of 
commerce—many of them were undoubtedly groundless, some in 
their character, equivocal, and others, perhaps, yalid and just. 
if any of the seizures and detention of the property of our citi- 
zetis, can be justified by France, on the ground that the right re- 
sulted to her in consequence of concessions made to her enemy; 
still this would not discharge our government from their obliga- 
tion to remunerate our citizens for these losses. They, it would 
seem, ought to be protected in a commerce carried on conforma- 
bly to the laws of nations and existing treaties, as expounded by 
the government of the United. States, If in this exposition the 
United States were in the wrong, yet we can see mucli reason 
why citizens who adventure under the faith of their own govern- 
ment, should be compensated for losses thus sustained. If an in- 
ternational tribunal, should determine, that, in some points of the 
controversy, France was right, and that the seizures under ber au- 
thority, of the property of our citizens was conformable to the 
lawsof nations existing treaties, still the American sufferer 
might well demand of his government, compensation for injuries 
arising from itsownerror. Be this as it may, it is Most certain that 
from 1792 to |800. property of our citizens, toa large amount, was 
wrested or plundered from them by authority of the French gos 
vernment, without color of right, and even without the formality 
of aljudication. For these palpable injuries, the United States 
were most unquestionably bound to demand indemnity in behalf 
of the sufferers. 

Your committee will now proceed to examine the claims of 
France arisiug under the treaty of aliiance. 


By the 1Ith article of that treaty, “the two parties guarantee 
mutually, for the-present and forever, against all other powers, 
to wit: the United States to his most Christian majesty, the pre« 
sent possessions of the crown of \France in America, as well as 
those it May acquire by the future treaty of peace; and his mose 
Christian majesty gaarantees to the United States their liberty , so- 
vereiguty, aud independence, absolute and unlimited, as well in 
mattersof guvernment.as commerce, and also, their possessions, 
and the possessions and additions or conquests that their confede- 
ration may obtain during the war, from avy of the doininious now 
or heretofore possessed by Great Britain in North America, con- 
furmable to the 5th and 6th articles above written. ‘he whole as 
their ‘possession shall be fixed and assured to the said states at the 
moment of the ¢essation of the present war with England.”—The 
fitth and sixth articles alluded to, provided that if the U, States 
should make conquest of the British possessions in North Ameri 
ca or Bermuda, these should belung to them, amd that France 


should renounce all claim to them; and it was further provided | 


in the 12th article, that the reciprocal guaranty should have ef- 
fect the moment the war should commence between France and 
England, or if no such war, then at the moment hostilities should 
arise between Great Britain and the United States.” Act the time 
of the ratification of this treaty, the possessions of the crown of” 
France in America were, we believe, Cayenne on the continent, 
and the islauds St. Domingo, Martivico, Gaudaloupe, St. Lucia- 
St. a Tobago, Deseada, Marie Galante, St. Pierre, and Mi’, 
quelon. 

ln the war of our revolution, France lost several of these is- 
lands, which were restored to her by the peace of 1783. This gua- 
rauty was “for the present and forever,” and should any other pow- 
er thereafter attempt the conquest of the possessions of either party, 
thus guarantied,the party attacked, might demand succors of the 
other, and, in case of failure and Joss, an mdemoity. Mt has not, 
we believe, been ever pretended, thut France, on her part, had 
failed to fulfil this guaranty. By the first article of the treaty of 
peace of 1783) Ins Britannic majesty acknowledged the United 
States, (the idéntical party tothe treaty of 1778), to be free, suve- 
reign and independent, and relinquished all claim to them for- 
ever; and by buondaries pertectly satisfactory to the U. States. 

To the time of the convention of the 30th of September, 1800, 
curtimits bad not been disturbed, and our “liberty, independence, 
and suvereiguty’’ continued “absolute and unlimited ” 

With France it was very different. She has been despoiled of 
many of her possessions tm America; had lost the fine island df 
Martinico, with others of inferivt note; aad was in danger of WS- 
ing the rest. 
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In 1791, Wo the coalition was formed against France by the 
treatics of Pavia and Paltz, she bad beca a-arly four years dis- 
tracted by a revolution, sangauimary in its ehuracter beyond exain- 
ple. it was known Chat &e gland was a party tu that coalition. 
War, in fact, existed win Hugland before Feance, in 1793, de- 
claved against ber Her ve bassador had bee. sent home, and this, 
by th: treaty of 1786, between the partics, was to be considered as 
a commencement oF hostilities. Be 

Ia this state of things, Frauec, struggiing with interna! and e>- 
ternal ent Mies, powerlul ad vandhetive, ber Aroormeaa possessivis 
unprotected and cxposed to the superior waval power of Great 
Britein, the president of the United States, in 1793, tssacd fis pro- 
clamation of neutrality, avowing aud detiinug the pulity tu be 
pursticd by the governm nt, aud preseribing the rule of strict and 
rigid impartiality towards the ‘eihg: rewts. : , 

“There can be no dotnt that, at this wine, the casus foederis had 
occurred, if Frence bac demanced a fulfilment of the guaranty: 
War Detween Frauce ang England actuaily existed: «he Freneb 
American possessions Were threstened; «arly in April, the Brition 
forees garrisowed Martimeo; and during the next ycar, most of 
the Freeh possessions in the West Indies were captured by the 
British land and naval forces. 

From the commencement of this war ia Europe, our govern- 
ment was exceedingly apprchensive that France would require us 
to fulfil the stipulations of the treaty of ailiance. On the 21st of 
Deeember, 1792, Mr. Morris, our minister in France, in has let- 
ter to the s ere tary of state, expresses his appreaension that ‘the 
question respecting the guaranty of American possessions may 
be agitated, especially if France should attc.apt to detend her ts 
jands,” and, disclaiming the discussion of the question of oar obts 
gation, expresses his “wish that ali our treaties, (however oncrous), 
may be strietly fulfilled, according to their true intent acd mewn 
wg.” the suiject of th guaranty was one from which our go 
verument filt much auxicty to be relived. ‘To the time uf the 
conveution ot 1400, France had uniformly insist d that we were 
obligated to fulfil the guaranty. White in the Uinted States pub- 
lic opion had been ouch divided, and some of our Most distanguisi«- 
ed statesmen had taken opposice sides of the qu: stion. Lt was in- 
sisted that this was only a defensive alliance, and that in this wat 
France was the aggressor Whether Uns ground was tenable 1m 
point of fact or principle admits of much douvt. France, then 
distracted by internal commotions, Was aso Cumtending agaist 
Kurope in aris. ‘Lhe objects of the coalition were weil under- 
stood, and it was well known that England was a pasty to that 
coalition from the first. France was tu be coerced to resiore her 
legitimate monarch, avd by nr ans too, which vioiatid ail the laws 
of neutrality. If ever a nation is engaged in a defensive war, it 
is in resisting enemies whose professed object is to regulate Us 
internal government, itis quite certain that one of the partics to 
the guasanty bas not the exclusive right to determime whether 
the other is the aggressor in a war in which it may be engaged. 
France, perhaps, had a right to determine, for herself, when ir, 
bonor and safety required that she should resort to arms, aod bad 
we been at war. and decaanded of her the fulfilmeut of this mutual 
guaranty. we should have scarcely oven satisfied with the auswer, 
“‘this is a defensive alliance, and you are the aggressors.” And it ts 
at least, a subject of controversy, whether, by this treaty of alliance, 
the casus foederis did only occur when one of the partics is enga- 
ged in adefensive war ‘he United States guaranteed wo Frauce, 


in America, but those winch she might aequire by the future treaty 
of peace. France, by the terms of the treaty, engaged voluntarily 
in the war with Great Britain, and as against her this war was 
cleariy offensive, aud with the expectation, too. of an acquisition 
of territory “by the tuture treaty of peace.” ‘The proclamation of 
neutrality, by the president, of February 1793, is no evidence that 
it was Ais opinion that the casus focderis had not ocearred. ‘The 
question was preseated to his secretaries or f*cabinet,” aud they 
were equally divided; Mesers. Jetfersun ond Randulph taking the 
affirmative, and Messrs. Hamilton and Knox the negative of Cie 
question, Whatever may have been the opinion of the presideut 
lumself, it dves not appear that he ever expressed it. The tederai 
Keverument bad then been in operative less than four years; its 
success had satisficd the expectations of its friends; the revolution- 
ary devt bad teen funded, and provision made tur its exungaist- 
ment; we were fast recovering frum the loss s and sufferings of the 
revolution, and frou the state of almost anareby, Which succeeded 
it. But our northwestern posts were still held by the British, eun- 
teary to the stipulations of Ue treaty of peace: we wore at war 
with the ladians, our citizens Were poor, and public credit 
bad scarcely revived. ‘The war ot the Feepeh revolution was extra- 
ordimary aud sanguinary; and when, and what, was to be its term: 
ination, nO one could predict. Considering thu our own weak- 
ness and necessities, and the superiority of the British, as a naval 
power, it was difhcult and hazardous tur us, if we should attempt 
it, 10 preser®e to France ber possessions in America. The presi- 
dent determined, very Wisely, Usat before any demand should be 
made on us by France, he would prescribe and enjoin a strictly im- 
partial neutrality, towards the parties at war, trusting to events, 
aud prelerrivg, perhaps, future indemnity to Franec tor the Joss 
she might ststaim of her possessjons in America, rather than to be 
involved ina war of sucha character, threatening wide desuldtion, 
ani putting at hazard the prosperity,if pot the dependence, of 
the U).ited States. Even admitting that the tinue had not come, 
wheu France coudd claim the benefic of this guaranty, We Were 
sull eateangled with this allianee; fur the obligetioa was for the pre-- 





sent and forever. Until the alliance should be dissulved, by wut 
al consent, or Open war, We were biable to be involved inevery War | 
in which the French possessious iw America night be in danger. | 
And although the guaranty Was mucual, yet, cousiderig the rele | 
tive Couditiwa of France and the United States, her obligation to us | 
was merely bominal; it Was worth wothimng. But, imasmueb as it 
Was uccodary fur France wo eacit live whole streugth ia ber Eure- 


peau wars, our guaranty of her American possessions was highly 
iwiportant to her; and, Consequently, she, in 1793, gave justrnetions 
to her minister here, that, in any new treaty with us, he should make 
this guaranty an indispensable conditicn. 

Whatever might have been our obligations to France, under the 
provisions of the treaty of alliance, it was not to have been expect- 
ed that she ‘woun! hav. been convinced that we were exonerated, 
while We ecutertaincd such difference of opinion on the subject our- 
seiv.s. And it is re coilected that two of our most distinguished 
siat smen wok Oppusit: sides of the question, and en in the 
coutest al great length and with much learning andability. Ifthe 
government of the Uniied States could have proved, to our satis- 
‘action, that this claim for indemnity was utterly groundless, still 
it Was Necessary to gofurther and satisfy France. Uhis claim, just 
or otherwise, was a sudject of controversy, which we severely felt; 
with which we were exceedingly perplexed, and from which we 
were satremely solicitous to be relieved. Your committee are 
well aware that it is believed by some, that, in consequence of the 
coilisions of 1798 and 1799, our treaties with France were annulled, 
and all obligations under them had ceased, France bad, under 
various preiexts, taken and sequestered, or condemned, property 
of our ¢iuzens tu alarge amount. At that time our controversy 
with her was approaching a crisis; and such were our complaints, 
that congress, by the act of 28th May, 1798, authorized the presi- 
dent to cause to be seized, and brought in fof adjudication, the 
armed vessels of the French republic, which should have commit- 
ted depredations on our citizens, or should be found hovering om 
our coasts fer that pur pose, and to retake any vessel captured; and 
by am actof the 7th of Juiy, of the same year, our treaties and the 
conustilar convention with ite were abrogated. A partial war en- 
sued: there Were séveral engagements on the ocean; and some of 
her national vessels were captured. Still we were not in such ace 
tual open war as would absolve us from treaty stipulations. It 
would be difficult to convince France that we could annal the 
treaties by au ca parte act of legislation; and as to the contest, it 
was never understood here that this was such a war as would annal 
atreaty. By the acts of congress of 15th Jane, 1798. and 15th Fe- 
bruary, 1729, suspending our commercial intercourse with the 
French republic, the president was authorized to discontinue the 
prohibitions and restore the intercourse, on satisfactory evidence 
that the French aggressions bad ceased. And surcly if this had 
been an actual, open, flagrant war, such as would abrogate alt 
treatics, Cougress could not, by law, have authorized the president 
to manxe peace, but with the advice and consent of the senate, two- 
thirds Concurrivg. In the president’s instructions to his ehvoys ta 
Frauce, (Messrs. Eilinsworth, Davie, and Murray,) dated 22d Octo 
ber, 1799, he says: 

“This coaduct of the French repubjic would well brave justified? 
an immediate declaration of war un the part of the United States; 
but destrous of maintaining peace, and still willing to leave Open the 
door of reconciliation with Fraac:, the United States contented 
thems+lves with preparations tor defence, and measures calculated 
to protect their commerce.” The couvention of 1800, was, more 
over, nut «a tresty of peace, either in form or subdscanee. The 
treaties of 1778 were the basis of the negotiation. The question 
between the negotiators was, not so much whether war had annul- 
led these treaties, as whether they should be annulled by negetia- 
tion. hey were expressly recognized in the second article of the 
couvention, avd that arucle bemg afterwards expunged by mu- 
tual gonsent, these treatics became null aad void by convention, 
aud not by war. 

France never admitted that these treaties were never annulled 
by war. In the negotiation which resulted in the convention of 
0th September, 1800, the French ministers insisted, that “the 
treaties which united France andthe United States are not bro- 
ken—even war could not have Sroken them;” and that “the mis- 
understand ng which existed was not a state of war, at feast ou the 
side of France.” 

‘The president, in his instructions to Messrs. Pinckney, Marshall, 
and Gerry, of the 15th ot July, 1797, the same as those given af 
terwards 10 Messrs. Elisworth, Davie, and Murray, in 1799, observes” 
that Me eva, succors have the advantage of certajuty, and are 
less hable vo occasion war,’ and proposes that, “iustead of troops 
aud ships of war, it will be convenient to stipulate,” in a future 
war, “‘for a moderate sum of money, or quanuty of provisions, at 
the option of Franee,” not to exceed the avnual sum of two hun- 
dred thousand dollars; but cautions his ministers not to stir the 
question of guaranty, if France is silent on the subject. 

The Ancrican wivisters who m gotiated the convention of 1900 
were, moreover, Specially instructed tu claim and jnsist on indetn- 
nities tur illegal captures and detentions; and, in their first project 
they in the second article propos: d provision for mutual indesmnis 
fication for individual citizens, but were cautiously silent on the 
subject of the guaranty. The French negotiatoys insisted on the 
advantages resulcing from the prierity of treaties At length they 
proposed the simple aiternative, **cither the ancient treaties, with 
the advantages resulung from ¢heir priority, aud the stipulaion 
ol reciproca: indemnitics, or a new treaty, assuring equality with- 
outmdemuity. Our aiusters proposed: “i. A renewal aud con- 
firthation of jormer treatics. 2. Vhe payment, in seven years, of 
three millions of franes, to reduce the mght, as to privateers and 
the prites, we those of the most favored nation. 3. In lieu of 
the mutual guarauty in the treaty of alliance, that, when either 
party should be attacked, the other should furnish and deliver 
property to the amount of one million of francg: either party w be 
esoneratey irom Ubis stipwation on paying within seven years the 
§ cuss sum of five millions, 4. ‘To place commerce on a tuotiug of 
the mest favored uatiow. 5. A reciprocal stipulation for indem- 
ily. : " 

_ Fuvally, the last branch of the French alternative was substan- 
tially agreed tu. For the second article of the convention pro- 
vides, or rather declares, timt, “the ministers plenipotentiary of 


\ (he lwo parties, noL veing ubic to agree at present respecting the 
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treaty of alliance of the 6th February, 1778, and the treaty of 
ecommerce of the same date, and the convention of the 4th No- 
vember, seventeen hundred ani cighty eight, nor upon the indem- 
mives mutually due or claimed. the parties will negotiate further 
at convenient time; and. until th-y may have agreed on these 
oy the said treaties aud coivention shall have no operation.” 

4s convention was ratifiid by the United States, expunging this 
article, and limiting its duration to cight years. France agreed to 
the limitation, and to. the “retrenchinent” of the article, adding, 
however, a proviso, ‘that, by this retrenchment, the two states 
Benouree the respective pretensions which are the object of the 
mit article.” This convention had been negotiated under the ad- 
ministration of Mr. Johu Adams; and Mr. Jeff-rson, whe had suc- 
ereded him, supposing, probably, that this proviso made such an 
alteration in the convention as to require the further advice and 
aye of the senate, submitted it totheir consideration; aud, on 

© 19th December, 1801, they resolved, (two-thirds of the mem- 
bers present concurring therem), that they considered the said 
eunvention as fully ratified, and that it be returned to the presi. 
deut for the usual promulgation. It was sccordingly promul- 
gated in the usual form, 

Aithough it has heen doubted by some, whether this convention 
Was cousijtutionally ratified, yet, as it was made with the advice 
and cons: ntof the senate. two-thirds concurring thi rein; as it was 
abserved quring eight years as the supreme taw of the land and, 
it null and void, would leave open the claims for reciprocal indem- 
nity and mutual guaraity, your committee can see veither the 
Feason nor policy of raising a doubt of its validity. 

At any rate, it is certaiu by its provisions the petitioners have 
Post all prospect of indemnity from France, And now the ques- 
tiom presented by the petitioners recurs are the United Stotes 
bound to remunerate them to any amount? That a vation is aot 
obliged to press the claims of its citiaens upon a foreiga power at 
the risk and expense v. a war is readily admitted. It ts obligated 
only to a fair exertion of its ability. Asan agent of the claimant, 
it should not press his claims so far as to sulject others to equal 
or greater iujuries. The United States, therctore, in pressing these 
Clauns as far as they saicly could, and seeing nu prospect of suc. 
cess, might have beeu justified in waving ur postponing them, or 
taking a less sum thap thie actual amount. The lute conven 
tion with Great Britain taking a gross for slaves and property 
taken from our citizens, during the late war, is an example. We 
obtained all we could for the claimants, reserving vothing to our- 
sel es. But, clearly, the petitioners present no such case. Had 
the deficiency, in the case cited, beew reserved for the benefit of 
the United States, or any part couverted to their use, the claim- 
ants might have presented a case analogous to that of the petir 
tioners. In this, und: c the consideration of thé committer, Frauce 
and the United States had reciprocal claims for infractions uf the 
law of netions and existing treatics. Wheth « those of France 
were valid or not, they were matters of controversy, whic it was 
‘our interest ‘to settle aud adjust. Had the conve ution, as Was pros 
fee by our ministers, provided for reciprocal indennitirs, and 

4 commissioners bren appointed to liquidate the claims aud de- 
termine their validity, it is impossible to say what unght have been 
the result. Certain it is, that in such case the United States 
would never have laid their hands on the adjusted claims of th: ir 
own citizens, to discharge those which might be allowed to Brance 
or her citizens. Such an offset would be taking private property 
for public asca without just compensstion, and 1s expressly pro- 
hitited by the constitution. And how would such & case vary 
from that of the petitioners? It is now too late for the United 
States to quc stion the justice and va idity of these claims, as against 
Franer. We have pressed them upon her as valid and just; she has 
admitted them, andigiven us an equivalent to release them, We 
have celensed them, and though they were unl quidated, sual they 
are capable of liquidation, and eiier the amount, or the value 
which we obtain d for their discharg: , woud he « quitably due to 
the chumants. Were the question between individuals, the case 
would be clear. If one takes the claiin of another, whether @ tat 
ter of vontroversy or a liquatat d debt, he is bound to respond for 
thefullvatue. And if anagent, thoagh held respons bie omy for 
@ fair exertion of his ability, converts the property or rights of his 
ee to his own benetit, he should surely account to him at 
exst to the value of the bencfitreecived. Lf we consider the U, S. 
in the characte of ageuts for the ¢laimants, regounralle for a 
fair exertion of their ability, we should remunerate them for what 
we did ubtain. 

Were this a new principle. and we were now about to establish 
it asa ruie,althongh we should do it with much caution and dk- 
liberation, y:t we cannot pere ive what better rule could be adopt 
ed. But it seems to your committe: that it is already established 
and one by which the United States have always prof sd to be 
governed, and by which, as we believe, they have geveraily acted, 


whenevir we have taken 


tp our compacts with several states, 
compact tothem, we 


for our own use, property reserved by the : 
have readily sdmitted our liability to respond. In that with the 
‘state of Georgia, we had. among other things, sty pulate d to extn 
gtish the Indien til within her limits. Ln attempnng to fulfil 
this stipulation. we, inate-sty with the Indians, ceded to certain, 
iiuividuals, a pertion of Uie same lands ae @ part of the consilera 
tion tur the extinguishment of tithe: thus tuking, for our own Use, 
part of the lands which we had stipulated to purchase for the 
use of Grorgia, to pay for another part which we dul purchase. 
Georgia compiained, and clam d an ap reprianion Co exuinguish 
the title ta these “reservations.” Her elaim was too jast to be re- 
fused, and we readily gromted the approptivtion. Mavy of ons 
@izens had suffered injuries trom Spain similar to those of whieh 
the petitioners complain. Spain was unable io pay an adequate 
lademmpity, hut by a cession of territory. We received the terrr 
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tory fur our benefit: exonerated Spain from the elaims of our citi: 
7.48, and paid them what we deem od atait equivalent jor the cee | 
Sium. Shoutt it be objceted that it canuet be ascertained what was 
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the value of thy consid-ration paid by France for the release of 
the claims. the satne difficulty was presented in the case of Spain. 
The claimants were obliged to submit Lo our estimate, and receive 
the amount which we determined the cession to be worth. Had 
we, in the case of Spain, obtained the cession of territory, and made 
no provision to pay our citizens for claims released, this would 
have been a@ case against the petitioners; as it is, it is certainly 

a case in their favor. In each case, the consideration for the 
release was worth something, and upon that something we ought, 
m one case, as we did in the other, to fix w fair and reasonable 
value, and remunerate the claimants to that amount. A board 

Of commissioners, such as was proposed by our ministers, might 
have burdened as with a debt equal to the losses of the French 
Possessions, with the addition of mdemnities for infractions of the 
treaty of commerce, and the sums thus awarded might have equal 
ed, arid even exceedd, the uctual lusses of all the claimants. 
They now ask us to determine the amount ourselves, to provide 
for the examination, liquidation, and payment of their claims, and 
they will then be satished that they have been treated as others. 

‘The United States bave faithfully fulfilled their engagements 
with foreign nations and the individual states; they have satisfied, 
their citizens for Spanish spoliations. In the convention of 1803, 
for the purchase of Louisiana, they reserved twenty millions uf 
franes out of the consideration to satisty our citizens for **debts”’ 
due tothem by the French government prior to 30th September 
1800, and expressly stipalaced in their favor in the filth article of 
the convention of that date between the United States and France. 
They have, moreover, discharged a debt of gratitude to the indigent 
officers and soldiers of the revolutiou; and the ease of the pr ti- 
tioners svems to stand nearly alone, unadjusted, unsatistied, Your 
committee, im fine, can see nothing in their case Which takes it 
trom the ordinary rule of justice, which requires that an agent shall 
account for what he receives for his principal, or from that avow- 
ed and practiced on by the government in other cases. And they 
cannot perceive how we ean withhold from these claimants their 
just due, consistently with the clause in the constitution which 
provides that “private property shall not be takeu for public use 
without just compensation.” 

Your committee have endeavored to ascertain the prohable 
amount of these claims thus relcased; and to that end they wrote 
to the seeretary of state for information, and have received the 
answer marked A. and the document marked B; by which it 
appears that the number of claims for losses, by seizures and 
detensions, from 1793 to 1800, both inclusive, is 444, and for 
contracts for supplies, &e. 12; that these on which there has heen 
an estimate, are 88; and the estimated amount is dolls.2,235,762 59 
which is of about one-fifth of the number, and probably much 
more than that proportion of the whole amount. Vhere are, 
probably, many others which have not been returned to the de- 
partment; and many of those which have been so returned may 
not be sustained tor Want of the n:cessury proof, or for oth. r rea- 
sons—and the estimated amount of many is, doubtless, greatly ex- 
aggerated. 

From the best consideration your committee have been able to 

bestow on the subject, they are of opinion that the claims of our 
cinzens against France for indemnity, which were released by the 
convention of the 30th September. 1800, when exawined and bi- 
quidated, would not exceed 8,000,000 doliars. 
_ Much of the evidence in support of these claims is wanting, and 
8 Supposed to be depusited with our minister, or the agent for 
claims ot Paris. Your committee are of opimich that measures 
sh: uld be adopted to procure the evidence which is there, or else- 
where, that the claim should be examined and liquidated, and, 
thereupon, provision ought to be made tor the payment of a rea- 
sonable sum ior their final discharge ‘They, therefore, recome 
mend the tullowing resolution: 

Resolved, Vat the president of the United States be requested 
to procure the evidence and docutncnts relating tv the claims of 
Our CUZ Ns against Franee, previously to the convention of the 
oeth September, 1800, and to caus an abstract of the cluims, and 
of the evidence aud documents, to be laid betove the senate at the 
commencement of the first session of the neat conrress. 


— 





ITEMS. 

A sloop of war, called the Natchez, was launched 
at Norfolk on the 8th inst. She is of the burthen of 
800 tons, to carry 24 guns, and a first rate vessel of 
her class. 

The condition of the poor, in Ireland, is deplora- 
ble. “As you walk the streets you are assailed by 
wretched creatures whose faces indicate want and 
misery of every kind: The country parts of treland, 
which hitherto have been free from the effects of 
hunger, owing to the charity of the peasantry, fre- 
quently present instances of death occurring from 
actual starvation.” 

The Naiional Intelligencer says—We understand 
that major John W. Hunter has been appointed, by 
the war department, agent for the settlement of the 
claims of the militia of Georgia, for services ren- 
dered during the years 1772, 1773, and 1774. This 
appointment, we understand, was made at the re- 
commendation of tbe whole Georgia delegation in 
eoneress. 
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